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been called, though he knew not when it had been 


delivered. When the proper time came, he should | 


show that there had been an increase of the ex- 
ports of agricultural products. 

Mr. STEWART inquired if the gentleman from 
Virginia, intended the House to understand that 
there had been an increase of exports of agricul- 
tural products. f 

Mr. BAYLY replied, that he meant to say that 
we have exported more breadstuffs and provisions 
to Great Britain this year, following an exceed- 
ingly productive harvest in England, than any 
year of a protective tariff—any fiscal year he 
meant, though he was willing to take from the Ist 
day of January, if the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia pleased. ; 

Mr. STEWART said, from a statement which 
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Mr. BAYLY, remarking that the term “agri- 
cultural products’’ included cotton, said he would 


ilike to have furnished, not on!y the amounts of 


agricultural products, but what was akin to them, 
of provisions—beef and pork. 

Mr. STEWART, adverting to the declaration 
of Mr. Bayty of his intention to correct certain 
mistakes which he (Mr. S.) had made some time 


ago, said the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. 


VENABLE] had said at the time—some four or five 


| months ago—that these mistakes should be cor- 


rected promptly; butno answer had been given by 


| that gentleman, or any one else in the House, in 
| the ** Union,” or any other public print, up to this 


time. 
The gentleman from Virginia had said that we 


|exported more agricultural products under a low 


was published in the Union last Friday or Satur- | 


day, it appeared that, taking the exports of bread- 
stuffs, flour, and wheat, to England and Ireland 
during the last three months, and supposing them 


for the next three to be on the same average, we | 


would have exported to Great Britain this whole 


year not one-tenth part of the amount we export- | 


ed last year. He had that statement on the au- 


thority of the Union; he asked the gentleman from | 


Virginia if he denied it? 


Mr. BAYLY replied that he denied no such | 


proposition. That was not the proposition he 
made, and he called on the gentleman to deny it; 
he did not desire that he should evade it. He 
said that, taking the period that had elapsed of the 
present fiscal year, there had been a larger export- 
ation of provisions to Great Britain than there ever 


had been before during the same period under a , 


protective tariff; and that upon the heel of a large 
crop there. 

Let him state another thing. The gentleman 
was very ingenious in his statement of facts; he 
hitched upon wheat flour 

Mr. STEWART, (in his seat.) And corn too. 

Mr. BAYLY, (continuing his sentence,) and 
had lost sight of the great exportation of Indian 
corn, of which we had already exported over two 
million bushels this year. That was a larger 
amount than we had ever been in the habit of ex- 





porting under a protective tariff to the whole world | 


together. 
Mr. VINTON inquired if the gentleman attrib- 
uted that amount of exportation to the reduction 


of our duties, or to the removal of the British du- | 


ties? 

Mr. BAYLY replied, partly to both. The re- 
moval of the duty at one end of the line produced 
precisely the same result as at the other. When 
they removed the duty in Great Britain, the tend- 
ency was to increase the exportation there; when we 
removed the duty here, it still further unshackled 


the arms of commerce, and increased exporta- 
tions, 


Mr. STEWART observed that the gentleman 
had said that the exportation of corn to Great Brit- 
ain this year was 2,000,000 bushels; he asked him 
whether last year the exportation of corn did not 
exceed $14,000,000 worth. 


Mr. BAYLY replied it did; and nobody ever | 


maintained that the whole of that exportation was 
owing to the tariff of 1846. It was owing to that 
to a considerable extent, but not altogether, and 
this he would undertake to show when the proper 
Sccasion arose. But why did the gentleman hitch 
on the last year? Why did he not take a long 


series, a period of say twenty years? He should, | 
before he sat down, move an amendment to pro- | 


vide for the presenting, in one statement, our ex- 
orts and imports of agricultural products for the 
t twenty years 
Mr. STRV 


as a modification. 





Mr. BAYLY, (continuing)—so that the House | 


the country might see in one view what had 
een theaverageexportof ouragricultural products 
uring periods of a high protective and a low tariff. 


VART, (in his seat.) I accept that | 


than under a high tariff. Under four years of the 
highest tariff we had had, we had exported more to 
Great Britain, a hundred times, than we had done 
for four years under a low tariff. 

Mr. BAYLY. I beg leave to take issue with 


| the gentleman. 


Mr. STEWART. I thank you. I make that 
statement, and challenge any gentleman to contro- 
vert it if he can. 

Mr. BAYLY. If the gentleman will take any 
period of four consecutive years. I do not mean 


| that he may run over the whole period of twenty 


or thirty years, and select a year here and there to 


/make up four years of high tariff; but let the gen- 








The gentleman, having accepted the modification, | 


it would present the case fairly. 
Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL. Put in cotton. 
Mr. STEWART. Yes. 
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tleman select any cycle of four years under a high 
protective tariff—— 
Mr. STEWART. Four consecutive years. 
Mr. BAYLY. Four consecutive years. 
Mr. STEWART. I take four years of the tariff 


| of 1828 and four years of the lowest part of the 


compromise act. 

Mr. BAYLY. ‘Then I understand, and this 
House understands, the issue between the gentle- 
man and myself, and we will decide it by the doc- 
ument. He states he will take four consecutive 
years under a high tariff, and will show that the 
exports of agricultural products were greater than 
under any four years ef low tariff which I may 
select. 
I will agree never to make another assertion in 
this House. © 

Mr. STEWART repeated the statement that 
our breadstuffs exported to Great Britain for four 
years under the tariff of 1828, contrasted with the 
same exports for four years under the compromise 


bill, amounted to a hundred times larger amount 


under the high than under the low tariff. 

Mr. BAYLY said if he had not some little ac- 
quaintance with these facts the gentleman might 
undertake to trap him, but he told him his labor 
would be in vain. The gentleman hitched upon 


the exports to Great Britain; he threw out of view | 


not only the rest of the world, but the colonies and 
dependencies of Great Britain. Why did he this? 
Did we not all know that until the reduction of the 
British corn laws nearly all our exports of bread- 
stuffs to Great Britain went through the Canadas, 
and were put down in our commercial tables as 
going to the dependencies of Great Britain, not to 
Great Britain herself? The gentleman undertook 
to presume on his ignorance in the matter and to 
hitch on Great Britain; he (Mr. B.) took the whole 
world. 

Mr. STEWART. Agreed. 

Mr. BAYLY. 
will take Great Britain and her dependencies. 

Mr. STEWART. Agreed. 

Mr. BAYLY. Well, the gentleman takes the 
whole world; let that be the issue, and we will 
decide it when the document comes in. 

In reference to the allusion of Mr. Stewart to 
his speech being unanswered, Mr. Bayty said he felt 
a great repugnance to discussing questions out of 
order, as the gentleman had when he had made 
that speech, of the delivery of which, in fact, he 
had not been informed until he had heard of copies 
of it being sent to his own State, with inquiries why 
its misstatements had not been answered in the 
House. He would attempt to answer it whenever 


' opportunity presented; and he would undertake 


If the gentleman convicts me of an error, 


Or, if the gentleman wishes, | 
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to show that every solitary prediction which the 
friends of free trade had made with reference to its 
results had been literally fulfilled, at the same time 
that every solitary prediction of ruin made by its 
enemies had been signally falsified. 

He now submitted the following amendment to 
the resolution: 

And that the Seeretary of the Treasury be also required 
to report to this House the whole amount of agricultural pro 
ducts and products of the forests of this couatry exported 
from 1824 to the present time, together with the exports and 
imports of specie for the same period. 

Mr. STEWART accepted this amendment, and 
modified his resolution accordingly. 

Mr. BAYLY, in accordance with his pledge, 
renewed the demand for the previous question, 

The demand was seconded, and the main ques- 
tion ordered, and, being taken, the resolution was 
adopted. 

Mr.GRINNELL moved to suspend the rules, for 
the purpose of calling on committees for reports. 
Lost. 

Mr. VINTON moved the usual resolution to 
terminate the debate in Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union in one-half hour after the 
House shall again resolve itself into committee, on 
the bill making appropriations for the payment of 
revolutionary and other pensions of the United 
States for the year ending June 30, 1849. 

Mr. STRONG moved to extend the time to one 
hour. Lost. 

The resolution was then agreed to. 

Mr. KAUFMAN moved to suspend the rules, to 
enable him to offer a resolution to make the post 
route bill the special order of the day for Friday 


'| next. 


The yeas and nays were ordered on the motion; 
but, before being taken— 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, May 15, 1843. 


A message was received from the President of 
| the United States, transmitting, in compliance with 
a resolution of the 13th instant, calling for copies 
| of any orders to officers of our naval squadron in 
relation to giving aid to Yucatan, a communication 
from the Navy Department containing copies of 
orders issued on the 8th and 12th May to Commo- 
dore Perry. 
| [The communication of the 8th instant directs 
the Commodore to allow powder to be landed at 
Sisal, provided the Commodore has reason to think 
that it will not be used against us. That of the 
12th instant compliments Commodore Perry on his 
efforts, with his limited means, to give aid; and 
satisfaction that he should have visited the coast; 
directs the entire force of the marines at Alvarado 
to be sent to Laguna, with instructions to repel the 
Indians if they approach that point, and tells him 
that his force will not justify a march into the in- 
terior, and goes on to say, that “ while the United 
|* States are engaged in a war with Mexico, the 
| © actual presence, without our consent, of the armed 
‘force of a neutral Power, within the territory 
‘of our enemy, coéperating with any portion 
‘of the Mexican people in military operations, 
| “cannot be permitted. Such a state of things, itis 
‘hoped, will not occur. If you should have rea- 
‘son to believe that it will, you will communicate 
‘it without further delay, that the President may 
‘take such measures as his constitutional duty 
‘ will require at his hands.”’} 

Mr. WESTCOTT, from the Committee on Pat- 
ents, reported a bill for the relief of Obed Hussey; 
which was read a first time. 

Mr. WESTCOTT, also, from the same com- 
mittee, reported a bill for the relief of Bancroft 
Woodcock, accompanied, in each case, by a report; 
which was read a first time. 


The following resolution, submitted on Saturday 
last by Mr. Hanneean, was taken up and adopted: 
| Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Relations be in- 
structed tu inquire into the expediency of establishing the 
| consulate at Muscat, in the dominions of the Imaum, upon 
| the same footing with those of Tangiers, Tripoli, and Tunis, 
‘| im the Barbary States. 
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On motion of Mr. YULEE, the Senate proceed- 
ed to the consideration of the bill concerning school 
lands in the State of Florida; which was ordered 
to be enrrossed, and was, by unanimous consent, 
read a third time and passed. 


NOMINATIONS WITHHELD. 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Jounson, of Maryland, came up in its order: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States is re- 
quested to inform the Senate w hether any otficers are now 
in the military or civil service of the United States, under 
appointments from the President, which have not been sub- 
mitted to the Senate ; andat there be any such appointments, 
that he «tate the date of such appointments, and why it ts 
that it has wot been in the power of the President to submit 
them to the considerat~on of the Benate. 

Mr. BORLAND addressed the Senate against 
the resolution, which he considered as not merely 
inquisitorial, but be youd the power of the Senate. 
The manner in which the resolution was at first 
agreed to showed that it was regarded as acom- 
mon-place proposition, such as no Senator could 
object to, and the President would not be unwilling 
toanswer. But asa littl examination had shown 
that it had a more important bearing than was at 
first imagined, he was 
side rt d. 


elad that it had been recon- 
lie thought there was great harm em- 
braced, although he did not charge that any was 
intended, in this resolution, and he protested against 
its adoption. 

Ile read from the Iederalist the views of Alex- 
ander Hamilton on the power of appointment, in 
which it was alleged that the President had the 
sole power of appointment during the recess. Af- 
ter this quotation, he imsisted that the President 
had no authority to send nominations of officers 
so appointed by him during the recess, to the Sen- 
ate for confirmation. ‘The President had the pow- 
er, and was bound to execute it, without the 
cooperation of the Senate. Having made the ap- 


pointment, it was beyond his control, except as | 
regards the operation of the law, because the term | 


of service is fixed and specified by legal provis- 
ions, 

Iie pointed out several motives which might 
have influenced the President in delaying to send 
in his nominations, without attributing to him any- 
thine censurable Ile stated that General Pillow 
could not have sueceeded General Scott, because 
the commission of General Worth was of an earlier 
date, and consequently he would have precedence 
over General Pillow. He disclaimed any wish to 
refer to the personal character or conduct of the 
individuals holding commissions, because there 
were circumstances pending which seemed to ren- 
der such a reference unnecessary and improper. 

With reference to all the leading principles of 
the Whig party, he went over them separately, 
for the purpose of showing that they had all be- 
come obsolete, and could no longer be sustained, 
and that the Whigs had been at every point de- 
feated. He intimated his belief that Mr. Tyler 
had, by his veto, prevented the entire destruction 
of the Whig party, which was in danger of being 
annihilated by public indignation. ‘The Demo- 


eratic party he regarded as standing in a strong | 


position, and that the result of the labors of the 
party next week in the Monumental City would 
be the nomination of a leader who would carry out 
its measures to the utmost. i 

Mr. HANNEGAN moved to postpone the fur- 
ther consideration of the resolution, and to proceed 
to the consideration of the special order; which was 
avreed to. 

YUCATAN. 

The bill to enable the President of the United 
States to take temporary military occupation of 
Yueatan was then taken up. 

Mr. CALHOUN rose, and referred to the ground 
on which the messace of the President of the Uni- 
ted States had placed the proposition now before 
the Senate, to prevent Yucatan from becoming a 
colony of a foreign Power, and to prevent also the 
devastation of the country and the destruction of 
the white inhabitants. He had placed our pro- 
posed interference on the ground of Mr. Monroe’s 
declaration. Against all these points, against the 
message and the report of the Committee on For- 
eign Relations, he had, after deep reflection, made 
up his mind to record his vote. 

He went on to show that the declaration of Mr. 
Monroe was published in opposition to the designs 
of the Allied Powers, called the Holy Alliance; and 


contended that the case of Yucatan could not be ! 


'" - 5 7 ° 
| brought within the range of that declaration. He 
| stated what was the conduct of the Holy Alliance, 


and what were their designs, and the alarm taken by 
England at the innovating principles laid down by 
them. He adverted to the information given by 
Mr. Rush, and the manner in which the Cabinet 
acted on it. The schemes and the existence of the 
Holy Alliance had entirely disappeared; and, if a 
final blow had been necessary, it was given by the 
recent revolutions in Europe. A more especial 
declaration with regard to Spain was then agreed 
on, and Yucatan cannot be comprehended in it. 

It had been charged that England would inter- 
fere to save the people of Yucatan; but he had seen 
no evidence of anything of the kind. He had seen 
no proof that England had furnished arms to Yu- 
catan; none that she intended to make a settlement 
in Yucatan. If England should come in, she comes 
withoutany hostile intentions against Yucatan, and 
we should have no right to take offence at her con- 
duct. 

He glanced at the causes which led to this decla- 
ration of Mr. Monroe; the principal of which was, 
the attempt of Russia to extend her settlements on 
the northwest coast of America, in which she was 
opposed by England and the United States. He 
gave his own version of the history of the con- 
struction of this declaration, varying in some re- 
spects from that which was given by the Senator 
from Indiana. The effect of this declaration was, 
to impose a check on the colonization schemes of 
England, which so offended her as to prevent her 
from going heartily with the United States against 
the claims of Russia. 

He denied that there was any such principle in 
the declaration of Mr. Monroe, as is assumed by 
the message of the President. If his views were 
to be received as the true construction, and they 
were to be carried out, we should be kept in a con- 
stant state of war. There are cases in which he 
would be willing to interfere. He instanced the 
case of Cuba. So long as that island remained in 
the hands of a peaceful nation like Spain, we ought 
to be content. But he would never consent to let 
Cuba go into the hands of any other European 
Power, because the transfer would be prejudicial 
to our interests. 

In the case of Texas, he favored annexation, 
because he saw clearly, in his opinion, that there 
might be an interference on the part of England, 
which would involve us ina triple war—with Eng- 
land, with Texas, and Mexico. 

He had been asked if he would resist England 
in case she should attempt to relieve Yucatan, and 
should take possession. He was prepared to an- 
swer that he would not, and this for rrresistible 
reasons. Yucatan was, for the greater part, worth- | 
less. ‘The possession of her would not strengthen 
the facilities of England to injure us. Yucatan 
has no ports which could be made serviceable to 
her. He took a glance at the outward and inward 
passages into the Gulf of Mexico, to show that ‘| 
England, in consequence of her great naval power, 
had entire command of the Caribbean Sea, and 
could, in time of war, close the Gulf against us. | 

In the event of our interference with Yucatan, |! 
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who can fix the cost or the limitation of the war? |! 


We micht defeat the Indians, but they would re- 
tire,and render it necessary that we should pursue. 
It would be a repetition of the Seminole war; and 
no one could say what would be the expense of the 
war, and when it could be brought to a termina- 
tion. He was opposed to it also, because it in- 
volved a violation of our treaty with Mexico. 
He regretted that the questions of humanity and | 
policy should have been mixed up in the same 
message. If this be in reality a war of races, if the 
white race is not responsible for the war, strong 
indeed would be his sympathy with them. His 
feelings were with the whites. And if the Indians 
had so far forgotten their obligations to the whites, 
who had raised them to a position of equality, as 
to seek their extermination, it would then be our 
policy to interpose. All the intelligence of the 
country was with the whites. Although they have 
no very enlarged views of political science, still, 
while they continue to have the ascendency, Yuca- 
tan may go forward. But if the Indians gain the 
control, the reverse will be the case: she will go 
down—down—until she will be entirely lost. He 
condemned the indiscriminate liberality with which 
political rights had been given to the Indians. If 
this liberality had been more stinted, if the intelli- 
gent among the Indians had been first selected for | 








promotion, things would have worn a di{ 
pect. It ought to be our duty, as far as we sia 
consistently, to give all our influence to elevate + 
most intelligent throughout this continent. i 
would not say that he might not be willine «. 
extend military aid, but this must be in a very... 
traordinary instance, standing out from all ¢ 
cases, 

He believed that in this case rival chiefs jaa 
made use of these Indians; that promises had lene 
made to them by Mendez, who engaged to aho}is), 
the capitation tax, but had violated his promise. 
which had led to considerable disturbance.  [f|, 
acts of treachery the whites have brought this y y 
on themselves, and had not the courage to make 
resistance, he knew not why they should eXpect 
us to defend them. But there are women and ¢}))). 
dren—and here our feelings are excited. He yy. 
dertook to say, that the latest arrivals showed tha: 
England had shown no disposition to interfer. 
except for the protection of helpless fugitives. ]}, 
had reason to believe that the white race in Yyea. 
tan cannot retain permanent control. 

As between the bill and amendment, he wou) 
prefer the bill. He considered the amendment ag 
defective, because it gives no sufficient indication 
of its purpose. Nor did he agree to the preamble 
of the Senator from Alabama. He referred to the 
protest of Mr. Sierra against the treaty with Mex. 
ico, because it left Yucatan at the mercy of Mey. 
ico. He stated that there had been great mismay. 
agement in the whole business; and the Yucatanese 
complain that one of the effects of this is, that they 
have been kept destitute of arms. Perhaps they 
were as well off as if they had been in possession 
of arms. Sull we have to bear the responsibility, 
We ought either to have refrained from giving 
any countenance to the Yucatanese, or we should 
have furnished them with means of defence. 

Mr. CASS made a very brief explanation on the 
subject of the harbors of Yucatan. Lieutenant 
Porter had examined the map on Saturday, at his 
request, and had discovered the existence of an 
excellent harbor. 

Further explanations took place on this poirt, 
in which Mr. CALHOUN, Mr. CASS, and Mr. 
FOOTE, participated. 

On motion of Mr. BAGBY, the bill was then 
informally passed over; and, 


On motior of Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, the 
Senate proceeded to the consideration of the bil! 
for the ventilation of passenger ships and for other 
purposes, 

Mr. D. explained the object of the amendments 
to the bill, and they were concurred in, and the bill 
was read a third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. CAMERON, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the bill for the relief 
of William B. Grady, which, after having been 
explained by Mr. C., was read a third time and 
passed. 

And then the Senate adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, May 16, 1848. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


The regular order of business was the call of the 
committees for reports. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, from the 
Yommittee of Claims, reported a bill for the relief 
of Archibald Beard, and twenty-one others, mount 
ed Tennessee volunteers; and a bill to authorize an 
increase of the number of clerks in the Treasury 
Department; which bills were severally read and 
committed. 

Mr. R. asked leave to offer a resolution. It being 
objected to, the resolution was not received. 

Mr. FLOURNOY, from the same committee, 
reported bills for the relief of William J. Turner, 
and for the relief of William P. Yonge; which 
bills were read and committed. 

Also, from the same committee, made an adverse 


"report on the petition of Thomas Chaney. Laid 


on the table. 


Mr. THIBODEAUX, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported a bill to establish a collection 
district of South Carolina, and for other purposes. 
Read and committed. 

Mr. GRINNELL, from the some committee, 
reported a bill to authorize the issue of a register 0 
the brig Encarnacion. The bill was read a first 
and second time, and ordered to be engrossed; and, 
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being engrossed, it was, read a third time, passed, 
and sent to the Senate for concurrence. 

Also, from the same committee, reported a bill 
for the relief of Philip J. Fontaine. Read and | 
eammitted. 7 . 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred Senate bills authorizing the repair of the 
dam at the head of Cumberland Island, in the | 
Ohio river, reported the same back to the House, 
with amendments. Committed, : 

Also, from the same committee, to which was | 
referred Senate bill extending privileges to Amer- | 
jean vessels engaged in a certain mentioned trade, | 
and for other purposes, reported the same back to 
the House, with amendments. 

The amendments were read and agreed to; the 
pill was read a third time, passed, and returned to 
the Senate. | 


i : | 
Mr. HUNT, from the same committee, reported || e 
| Post Office Department,’ passed third of March, 


a bill making appropriations for certain marine | 
hospitals therein named. Read and committed. | 
Mr. HAMPTON, of Pennsylvania, from the 
same committee, reported a bill making appropri- | 
ation for certain rivers and harbors, and for the 
survey of certain other rivers and harbors. Read 

and committed. 


Mr. PUTNAM, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, made an adverse report on the petition of | 
Evander M. Soper and others. Laid on the table. 


Mr. COLLAMER, from the same committee, || 


to which was referred Senate bill to require the 
holders of military land warrants to compensate 
the land officers of the United States for services 


in relation to the location of those warrants, report- | 


ed the same back to the House, without amend- 
ment. 

The bill was then read a third time, passed, and 
returned to the Senate. 


Mr. DUNCAN, of Kentucky, from the same 


committee, reported a bill to settle the title to cer- || 


tain tracts of land in the State of Arkansas, and a 
bill to authorize the location of certain adjudicated 
claims in the State of Arkansas, commonly known 
as Lovely donation claims; which bills were read 
and committed. 


Also, from the same committee, reported a bill | 
extending to John Whitsett’s heirs the privilege of | 


purchasing a quarter section of land which was | / , : 
| Alabama, proceeded to the consideration of the | 


given to him by an act approved March 2, 1839; 
which bill was read a first and second time and 
ordered to be engrossed, and being engrossed, was 
read a third time, passed, and sent to the Senate 
for concurrence. 

Also, from the same committee, made an ad- 


verse report on the petition of Archibald Laughrey, || 


deceased. Laid on the table. 
Mr. COBB, of Alabama, from the same commit- 
tee, reported a bill to amend the act entitled ** An 


act to appropriate the proceeds of the sales of the | 


public lands, and to grant preémption rights,’’ ap- 
proved September 4, 1841. The bill was read a 
first and second time, when Mr. C. moved that the 
bill be now put upon its passage. 

Mr. TOMPKINS explained the bill, and stren- 
uously urged its immediate passage. 

Mr. CONGER moved to commit the bill to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved the | 


previous question, which was seconded, and under 
the operation thereof, the bill was ordered to be 


engrossed, and was engrossed, read a third time, 


passed, and sent to the Senate for concurrence. 
Mr. COBB, also, from the same committee, made 


an adverse report on the petition of Alfred R. Ran- 
dolph. Laid on the table. 


Mr. EMBREE, by general consent, offered a 
preamble and resolution; which were agreed tc. 

The preamble sets forth: that Congress granted 
to the State of Indiana the reserved township in 
Gibson county, in said State, for the use of a uni- 


versity of learning, which deprived the people of | 


said township of the sixteenth section for school 
Purposes, and to remedy which, Congress granted 
other lands in lieu of said sixteenth section, and 
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the Commissioner has reserved the same from sale: 
Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Publie Lands inquire 
into the expediency of passing a special act authorizing said 


|; Commissioner of the General Land Office to contirm said 


report of said James Sinith, and to authorize him to make a 


| further selection in lieu of said parts sold since said selec- 


tion. 
Mr. GOGGIN, from the Committee on the Post 


|| Office and Post Roads, reported sundry amend- 


ments to the post route bill. Committed. 

Also, from the same committee, to whom was 
referred Senate bill to declare the true intent and 
meaning, so far as respects the franking privilege 
of members of Congress, of the act approved the 


| first of March, one thousand eight hundred and 


forty-seven, and entitled ‘* An act to amend the act 
entitled ¢ An act to reduce the rates of postage, to 
limit the use and correct the abuse of the franking 
privilege, and for the prevention of frauds on the 


eighteen hundred and forty-five,’ and for other 
purposes, reported the same back to the House 
with an amendment. Committed. 

Also, from the same committee, to whom was 


| referred Senate bills for the relief of Nathaniel 
| Kuykendall, for the relief of Creed Taylor, and for 
| the relief of Joseph F. Caldwell, reported them 


severally back to the House without amendment. 
Committed. 

Also, from the same committee, to whom was 
referred the letter of the Postmaster General, of 
April 14, 1848, transmitting an abstract of offers 
made for carrying the mail within the year prece- 
ding July 1, 1847; a report of contracts for carrying 
the mail within the year aforesaid; a statement of 


| the land and water mails within the time aforesaid; 


|areport of extra allowances made to contractors 
within the aforesaid time; a statement of the cur- 
tailments of mail service, &c.,within the year afore- 
said; a report of fines and deductions from the pay 
of contractors within the same time; asked that the 
committee be discharged from the said abstract, 
statement, &c., and that the same be laid on the 
table; and that so much of said letter as relates to 
extra allowances for mail service be printed; which 
was agreed to. 


BUSINESS ON THE SPEAKER’S TABLE. 
The House, on motion of Mr. HOUSTON, of 


business on the Speaker’s table. 


communication from the Secretary of War, trans- 
mitting a report of Messrs. Hardin and Brewster, 


late commissioners under the 17th article of the | 


Cherokee treaty of 1835-36, called for by reso- 

lution of the House on the 26th ultimo. Read and 

| referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 
SENATE BILLS. 

The following Senate bills were taken up, read 


committees: 
A bill authorizing the payment of interest upon 


‘ a first and second time, and referred to appropriate 


the advances made by the State of Alabama, for | 


| the use of the Unitec 
suppression of the Creek Indian hostilities of 1836 
and 1837 in Alabama, and for other purposes; 


Florida; 

A bill respecting the public archives in the State 
of Florida; 

A bill for the relief of the bona fide settlers un- 


/ ment ofa part of the Territory of Florida; 

A bill to authorize the district judge of the State 
of Tennessee to hold special terms; and 

A bill explanatory of the act entitled “ An act to 
raise for a limited time an additional military force, 
and for other purposes,” approved February 11, 
1847. 


BILLS PASSED. 


The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments of the House, which were disagreed to by 


act entitled ‘‘ An act to amend the act entitled ‘An 


The SPEAKER then laid before the House a | 


States Government, in the | 


A bill concerning school lands in the State of | 


der the acts for the armed occupation and settle- | 


the Senate, to the Senate bill in amendment of an | 





act to reduce the rates of postage, to limit the use 


that the said other lands were selected by James ; mi 
and correct the abuse of the franking privilege, and 


Smith, of said county: that Smith made his report 
to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, || 
and which report and selection were not approved | 
because the minimum price of the selected land 

was two dollars per acre; that since the selection | 


was made, parts of the land have been sold, &c.; 
and for the 
to be passed 


when— 


| 
urpose of giving time fora special act il by the Senate. 


in relation to the unsold selected land, 


And the bill was then returned to the Senate. 


for the prevention of fraud on the revenues of the 
Post Office Department,’ ”’ passed 3d March, 1845; 


On motion of Mr. GOGGIN, the House agreed 
to recede from the said amendments disagreed to 
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Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the Senate bill explanatory 
of the act entitled “An act to ratse for a limited 
time an additional military force, and for other pur- 
poses,’’ approved February 11, 1847, was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. Avreed to. 

The bill was then read at length. 

Mr JONES, of Tennessee, moved to amend the 
second section, by adding thereto the following 
words: 

Provided, That such promotion shall have taken place after 
the original organization of the regiment, company, or corps 
to which the soldier or officer belonged. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved the pre- 
vious question, which was seconded; and, under 
the operation thereof, the amendment was agreed 
to, and the bill read a thied time, passed, and re- 
turned to the Senate. 


REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS. 


On motion of Mr. VINTON, the House then 
resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, on the bill making appro- 
priations for the payment of revolutionary and 
other pensions, for the year ending June 30, 1849, 
(Mr. Coss, of Georgia, in the chair.) 

The CHAIRMAN stated the question to be on 
the following amendment of the gentleman from 
Tennessee, [Mr. Jones:} 

That, upon the application of the widow of a revolution- 
ary soldier for a pension, no further proof of the services of 
the husband shall be required of the widow, if her husband 
received a pension in his lifetime. 

Which had been offered as an amendment to the 
following amendment proposed by the gentleman 

_ from North Carolina, [Mr. McKay,] viz: 

Sec. —. And beit further enacted, That no pension foral 
leged disability either in the army, navy, militia, or volun 
teers, shall be allowed, unless the application tor the same 
shall have been presented within the period of five years 
from the time the disability occurred. 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, Thatin all future ap 
plications, either under the act entitled “An act for the reliet 
of certain surviving officers and soldiers of the army of the 
Revolutien,” approved May L5, 1828, or under the actentited 
«An act for the relief of certain surviving officers and sol- 
diers of the Revolution,” approved June 7, 1832, the pay or 
pension which may be allowed under said acts respectively, 
or any other amendatory of the same, shall commence only 
from the completion of the proof in each case, and not from 
the time specified in said acts. 

Sec. —. And he it further enacted, That in no case shall 
the widow, or child, or children, of a pensioner who may 
under any law be entitled to a pension, or partof a pension, 
receive more than at the rate allowed to the pen:ioner in his 
lifetime; nor shall the pension allowed be increased in any 
ease after the death of a pensioner, if the death shall have 
been made known at the Pension Office. 


Mr. McKAY inquired if the amendment of the 
gentleman from Tennessee was in order. 

The CHAIR decided that it was not, and he 
stated the ground of his decision to be the irrele- 
vancy of the amendment to the proposition pro- 
posed to be amended. i 

Mr. JONES appealed from the decision of the 
Chair. 

In elucidation of the question presented by the 
appeal, explanatory remarks were made by Messrs. 
JONES, DUER, COCKE, FICKLIN, and CUM- 
MINS. 

The vote was then taken by tellers, who an- 
|| nounced 63 in the affirmative and 3 in the negative, 

being less than a quorum, 
| The CHAIRMAN directed the roll to be called, 
|| under the rule, after which the committee rose and 
'| reported the names of the absentees to the House 
to be entered on the Journal. 

There being 163 members found to be present, 
the House again resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and the vote 
was again taken on the question ** Shall the decis- 
ion of the Chair stand as the judgment of the 
committee?’’ which was decided in the affirmative: 
Ayes 74, noes 48. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, raised the point that 
|| Mr. McKay’s amendment was not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order. 

On appeal taken, the decision of the Chair was 
sustained by the committee. 

The question recurring on the first clause of the 

| amendment of Mr. McKar— 

Mr. TOMPKINS moved an amendment to the 
amendment, to add at the end thereof the follow- 
ing: 

* Provided, That the application in cases of disability now 


| existing may be made within five years next after the pas- 
|| sage of this act.” 


| The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
" to. 
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The question recurring on the first section of the 
amendment of Mr. McKay as amended— 


e 


| 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to amend the | 


original amendment, by striking out the words 
‘* five years.’ 
This amendment, he said, would require the 


application to be made within five years after the | 


disability, and thus increase the burdens on the 
treasury; for now the pensioner did not get his 


pension only from the time his proof was perfected; | 


and, to his know 
cases 


edee, some of them had let their 
lie twenty five years without making the 
application. Now, requiring them to come for- 
ward within five years, would be paying them 
much earlier than they would otherwise be paid. 
Tle could not see that ‘the matter could be placed 
on better eround for the Government than it was 
now. 

The amendment to the amendment, and the first 
branch of Mr. McKay’s amendment as amended, 
were respectively rejects d, 

The question recurring on the second branch of 
Mr. MekKay’'s amendment— 

Mr. DUNCAN moved to amend it by striking 
out the words ** completion of the proof,’ and im- 
serting ‘from the time that the application there- 
for shal! be made at the proper office.’ 

Mr. D. explained his amendment, and, on the 
question being put, it was disagreed to. 

The question was put on the second section of 


Mr. McKay's amendment, and it was disagreed to. | 


‘The question was then put on the third and last 


section of Mr. MeKay’s amendment, and it was | 


disagreed to, 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to amend the | 


bill by adding the following section: 
Sec 


’ 


“And be it further enacted, That the proviso to the 
second section of the act entitled © An act making appro- 


priantion for the payment of revolutionary and other pensions | 
of the United States forthe year ending June 30, 1847, and | 


for other purposes,’ approved May 7, 1546, be, and the same 


is hereby, repealed 


After a brief explanation of the amendment by | 


Mr. JONES, it was acreed to. 


The committee then rose, and reported the bill | 


as amended 

Mr. STEPHENS moved the previous question, 
which was seconded; and under its operation the 
various amendments of the committee were agreed 
to, and the bill ordered to be engrossed, and read 
a third time. 

The question recurring on the passage of the 
bill, the previous question was moved and second- 
ed; and under its operation the bill was passed, 
and seit to the Senate for concurrence. 

NAVY PENSIONS. 

On motion of Mr. VINTON, the House again 
resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Kine, of Massachusetts, 
in the chair,) and proceeded to consider the bill 
making appropriations for the payment of navy 
pensions for the year ending June 30, 1849. 

Mr. BAYLY rose and addressed the House in 
an argument concerning the power of Congress to 
legislate for the Territories, and in refutation of 
the principle of the Wilmot proviso. [This speech 
will appear mn the Appendix. ] 

Mr. WILEY next obtained the floor. 

Mr. VINTON appealed to the gentleman to 
allow this hill to be reported, and take the floor on 
the next bill which came up, in order to promote 
the despatch of the appropriation bills. He pre- 
sented the urgent necessity of action upon these 
bills, and deprecated the great delay that had taken 


place, notwithstanding his repeated and earnest | 


efforts to dispose of them. 

After some conversation— 

Mr. WILEY declined to yield to Mr. Vinton’s 
request; but, on further appeal, gave way for a 
moment to 


Mr. WHITE, who proposed to offer an amend- 
ment, 


The amendment was read, and ruled out of 
order. 

Mr. WILEY resumed the floor, and delivered 
a speech im suport of the Mexican war and the 
acquisition of Mexican territory; enlarging upon 
the value to us, ina commercial and agricultural 
point of view, of New Mexico and California; read- 
ing from various authorities to show the fertility 
of those countries, and to controvert the views 
expressed by Mr. Webster and others on this 


pendix.) After Mr. W. concluded— 








| 
| 
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| that city to New York, to facilitate commercial in- 
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1] 
mittee rose, and reported progress. 

Mr. VINTON moved the usual resolution to | 
close the debate in fifteen minutes after the House | 
shall again resolve itself into committee on the bill | 
making appropriations for the payment of navy 
pensions. Agreed to. 

And then the House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions and memorials were presented 
under the rule, and referred : 

By Mr. DICKINSON: ‘The memorial of the purchasers of | 
section No, 16, township No, 3, range No. 16, in the county 
of Seneca, State of Ohio, praying Congress lo pass an act to 
quict the title to said section No. 16, 

By Mr. CHAPMAN: The memorial of Lawrence Y. | 
Morton and others, of the pay department of the United 
States army at New Orleans, tor an increase of pay. 

By Mr. JOHNSON, of New Hampshire: The memorial 
of George Bellows and 54 others, citizens of Coos county, 
New Hauwipshire, praying tor the purchase of Mount Vernon 
by the United states. 

By Mr. SMART: The petition of Thomas B. Grose and 
200 others, asking the construction of a light-house on Indian 
Island, near Goose River village, in Camden, Maine. 

By Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina: The memorial of 


the cilizens of Charleston, praying a reduction of postage 
and a uniform rate thereof, | 

By Mr. FREEVLEY: The petition of Calvin Blythe, ex- | 
ecutor of the last will and testament of Commodore Jesse 
D. Eliott, deceased, asking to be remunerated for certain 
expenses incurred While commander of the naval lorces in 
the Mediterranean trom 1835 to 1839. 


IN SENATE. 
‘Tuespay, May 16, 1848. 

Mr. DIX presented a petition from Howard & 
Son, of New York, asking that the same privileges 
exteuded to American steamers trading to Havana | 
may be granted to Spanish steamers trading be- 
tween Elavana and New York; which was referred | 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. STURGEON presented a petition from cit- 
izens of ‘Trenton, New Jersey, asking that certain | 
obstructions to the navigation of the Delaware | 
river, at Periwig Shoals, may be removed; which | 
was referred to the Commitice on Commerce. 

Also, from William Greer & Co., asking the pa- || 
tronage of the Government to a periodical called 
the ** Mirror of the Patent Office;’’ which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Patents. 

Also, two memorials from citizens of Philadel- || 
phia, asking the construction of a railroad from 


tercourse and transportauon of the mail; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. BORLAND presented a petition from citi- | 
zens of Arkansas, in favor of the purchase of 


| Mount Vernon; which was referred to the Com- 
| mittee on Military Affairs, 


Mr. LEWIS presented a petition from Elijah | 
Pratt, asking compensation for the use of certain | 
valves by the Government, in violation of his pat-¢ 
ent right, and for the purchase of his invention by 
the Government for the use of the pontonier ser- 
vice; which was referred to the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs, 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. DOUGLAS, from the Committee on Ter- 
ritories, reported the bill for the admission of the 
State of Wisconsin into the Union, without 
amendment, and recommended its immediate pas- 
sage. 

Mr. D. averted to the fact that prompt action 
on the bill was necessary, as the Legislature of 


| that State would meet on the first Monday of June 


next. It must therefore be perceived how neces- 
sary it was that the bill should be acted on with 
the least possible delay. He therefore gave notice 
that he should call for the consideration of the bill 
on Thursday next. 

On motion of Mr. DOUGLAS, the bill to estab- 


lish the Territory of Minesota was recommitted to 


the Committee on Territories. 
Mr. NILES, from the Committee on the Post 

Office and Post Roads, reported a bill for the relief 

of Samuel W. Chilson, accompanied by a report. | 


| The bill was read a first time. 


Mr. UPHAM moved to postpone the prior 
orders to take up the bill for the relief of John 
Mitchell. The motion was agreed to, and the bill 


| was considered, and was informally passed over. 
point. [This speech, also, will appear in the Ap- | 


ACQUISITION AND SLAVERY. 
Mr. BAGBY moved that the Senate proceed to || 


Mr. DICKINSON got the floor; and the com- | 


| United States, either by treaty or conquest, it shall not | 


| these resolutions as embracing a series of abstract 


consider the resolutions submitted by him on the 
25th and 27th of January. Unless some Senat,, 
was desirous to discuss the question, he weal 
like to have the vote tsken without further de! ata 

The resolutions were then read as follows: vr 


1. Resolved, That Congress has no constitutional powerto 


| abolish or to prohibit slavery in any State or Territ 


J TY in 
this Union. yin 


2. Reso'ved, That conquestis ale gitimate mode of acquiring 


|| territory, and so recognized by the laws and the univers, 
j 


practice of civilized nations, 
3. Resolved, ‘That if territory is hereafter acquired by the 
Oe 
competent for the treaty-making power or Congress on. 
clude slavery from such territory, either by treaty supul 
or by aet of Congress; but such territory shall be equatly 
free and open to the citizens of all the United States, wiyy. 
out any limitation, prohibition, or restriction in regard os 
slaves, or any other description of property whatsoever, 
Resolved, That neither the people nor the Legislature of a 
Territory have any constitutional power to exclude slavery 
from such Territory; and that the people or Legistature ot 4 


ahion 


Territory possess no other political power than such as js 


delegated to them by Congress, in the act authorizing they 
to form a Territorial Government. And inasmuch as Cop 
gress has no power to exciude or prohibit slavery in ayy 
Territory of the United States, they cannot delegate such q 
power to the Legislature of a Territory or the people there- 
of. 


Mr. BADGER then rose and said, that believing 


there were subjects of more practical importance 


| requiring the consideration of the Senate, viewing 


propositions, which could result in no beneficial 
legislation, and deprecating all discussion on mere 
axiomatie problems, he intended to move to lay 
the resolutions on the table. He thought, if any 
discussion were to take place, it would more prop- 
erly come on whenever any legislative measure 


involving the principles laid down in the resolu- 


tions should be before the Senate. He therefore 
moved to lay the resolutions on the table. 

Mr. FOOTE requested the Senator from North 
Carolina to withdraw his motion for a moment, 

Mr. BADGER withdrew his motion, on condi- 
tion that it should be renewed by the Senator from 
Mississippi. 

Mr. FOOTE said he would do so. He said he 
had a wish to give his opmions on these resolu- 
tions before there was any final action upon them, 
and he would therefore have been willing that they 
should be informally passed over; but at present 
he should feel inclined to vote for the motion of the 
Senator from North Carolina, because he believed 
that at the present time a discussion of the subject 
would do no good, and might be productive of 


| much evil. If ever there was a grave and moment- 


ous question agitated, it would be found in the res 
olutions submitted by the Senator from Alabama. 
He was not prepared to discuss them at present, 
and would therefore renew the motion of the Sen- 
ator from North Carolina (Mr. Bapcer} to lay the 
resolutions upon the table. 4 

Mr. BAGBY again appeuled for a withdrawal of 
the motion; and Mr. Foore having the assent of 
Mr. Bapeer, the point was yielded. 

Mr. BAGBY said, after the indulgence he had 
received the other day from the Senate, in permit: 
ting him to offer his views on the resolutions, It 
would not become him to press the subject toa 


vote. If any Senator desired to discuss the sub- 


ject, he was willing that it should be passed over 
informally; but if the motion to lay the resolutions 
on the table should be persisted in, he would feel 
bound to call for the yeas and nays, and should 
consider the vote a test question. 

Mr. BADGER was of opinion that no good 
could grow out of the discussion, and therefore it 
was in that very sense ofa test vote that he desired 
it to be considered. His great object was to pre- 
vent discussion to the detriment of more important 
matters. 

Mr. FOOTE would not be understood as voting 
against the principles contained in the resolutions 
of the Senator from Alabama, because he should 
vote to lay them on the table, though that Senator 
might put that construction on his vote, if he pleas- 
ed to do so, in the face of his (Mr. F.’s) explicit 
declarations. 

Mr. DICKINSON did not desire the vote to be 
regarded as a test vote. He had submitted reso- 
lutions identical in some respects with those just 
read, but differing in others. He would prefer 


that the subject be passed over informally. 
Mr. WESTCOTT said: I rise merely to say 
that I object to any vote on an incidental question, 
and not a direct vote on a measure proposed, being 
made a test vote. I shall vote against the mouon 
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to lay on the table, 1 shall do so not merely be- 
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the ent, he would not then reply, but should give | tracts which might be made between Yucatan and 
tor cause 1am in favor of the doctrines advanced in notice that he would call up the resolution during | any other nation. 
uld the resolutions, but because I regard a different the morning hour on Thursday next. He had no apprehensions as to any design on 
Ate, course the most proper one. Phere are several On motion of Mr. BRIGHT, the Senate pro- | the part of Great Britain to interpose in reletion to 
different sets of resolutions on this subject before ceeded to the consideration of the bill authorizing Yucatan. But he could not shut his eyes to the 
i the Senate—one set offered by the Senator from — the surrender of certain bonds held by the United — evidence which existed of the determination ef 
vin New York, (Mr. Dickinson, | another set offered States to the State of Indiana. Great Britain to extend her territory and power in 
by my colleague, {Mr. Yutee,] and those offered _The bill having been amended, was, after a brief every direction. And he thought that the present 
es py the Senator from Alabama, |Mr, Bagsy,] now | discussion, in which Messrs. BRIGHT, BREESE, position of things rendered it very proper that the 
before the Senate. The principles maintained in |CLAYON, HANNEGAN, and others participa- | Government of the United States should take the 
the them, that Congress or a Territorial Legislature ted, ordered,to be engrossed, and was subsequently | course indicated by this bill. ‘The thing ought to 
ibe has no power to prohibit slavery inthe Territories, | read a third time, by unanimous consent, and be done; and the only question with him was, 
ion it is known Pe ccscagn = i ae But all os passed. whether circumstances are auspicious to the doing 
hraseology of these resolutions does not precise : ; . eos . AS : .S9 : ide , stacle 
i Sea “for instance, | do not like «bop a Se OE TES. COTE: OF WASHINGTON. = at ayo ae * ae velict = 
1. wi on . my s ° stoo yay ‘ference re , 
to a ‘the conclusion of the last resolution of the The bill from the House to alter and amend the God in the wey. [6 Seraraund & the fenet we 
guage of the conclus as | f Was Seni . had extended to Ireland, he did not consider that 
¢ Sow Voek. ov an difed h charter o ashington, having been read a first al 
if Senator from New York, even as modified at the : 5 this case, or the case of Caraccas, had any bearing 
wed ewgestion of the Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. and second time by its title— : on the present bil : ? . 
fa Foore.] It is ambiguous, not explicit enough, Mr MILLER urged upon the Senate imme- Hl F itt id : thi : shia d 
OOTE. ‘ - rd . . 1 . be ; § Ss wa: rave esti 
n leaves the true position to deduction a d diate action on the bill. It was the same in effect S ORNS. St Oe WED 8 Grete quae ee 
- and it leave p an nos hed oan vonarted fe . . . required great caution; but, after sufficient deliber- 
E nference jot Rennes Peparted Som.tne Comanittes for the ation, the time of action must come. It had been 
” ’ . ee . : | District of Columbia in the Senate. Ags tg ao ae eee z ao 
ny Again: the conclusion of the first resolution of : 2 NY ne said that the case of Yucatan was not one which 
¥ colleague would be more acceptable to me, if Mr. ALLEN thought the bill should be referred. 
my coleaca ses the oe i ts: . natorg Should induce us to send any troops there. He 
” pstead of asserting “that the people of the several | **© would venture to say that very few Senators did not that nyt | 
. i ao. = . © . S Ie d py , S i 7 cv S - 
States” of the Confederacy are the depositaries of |, Present knew any thing about the bill, and he tions with Mexic ‘oh a cv gee is the rae 
ng the sovereignty of the people of a territory tll their should object to its consideration. If he Saas eka storsackgens ill ing y 
- an State government should be established. it || Mr. MILLER expressed the hope that the Degas aceeet , : 
own State g ablished, it |) go. ) ee . ground of humanity, he would derive great aid 
ed as modified so as to declare that the people of the enator from Ohio would not interpose any objec- Teoaik lati ag aberatad oa’ aie 
et te themselves the depositaries of their || “°"- This charter had been submitted to the ee, ee ee, eens See wee ewe ee 
| Territory were themselves the depositaries of their : “e -| abled Mexico from rendering assistance to Yucatan, 
al wn sovereignty, but that it could not be exercised people of Washington, and_ fifteen hundred out ot tl : ti | ind ble dut 
‘ ) : g c / 4 ; . : } : ca "§ S 2 a : PHSt 3 
; a hin eo and ; . nineteen hundred had voted for it. It had already ne ee ee ee Seer mene 
re by them, being in abeyance an dormant, tll their ieainic seneieiilcnes: tout diem meadeaben and ten tein ate 1 do that which we have taken from her the power 
'y own State government was organized; for this I | panne y } pre, to do. 
iy -oneeive to be the true theory. I hold the American election came on the first Monday of June next, His friend from Connecticut seemed to think 
= ra > to be. tl ll political a ‘3 int _and the people were anxious to have it, he could sagle’s ee eee — 
| doctrine to be, that all politcal sovereignty 1s inhe- | oe a there might be projects behind this measure which 
i. d ae the | le of the local | 8€¢ NO necessity for delay. 
rentin and springs trom the people of the local | Ma BES. tnanivad if there was nat 6 Dren- did not meet the view. It might be so; but he 
“a political community over whom such sovereignty | 7 Se | i _ was not informed of any such, and he could only 


| erty qualification in the bill? 

| Mr. MILLER replied that there was not; but 
there was a clause which gave the power to collect 
a poll-tax, to be appropriated exclusively to the 
common-school fund. 


! isto be exercised. They may be so situated as not 

to be able to exercise it; but in this country no 
h other authority can, for the reason that it is inhe- 
rentin them alone. This is the condition of the 
people ofa territory. As to Congress, it has no 


speak for himself. He voted for the treaty, not 
because he approved its stipulations, but to give 
Mexico one more opportunity to pause on the edge 
of her destiny. He did not covet Mexican terri- 
tory. 


1 . ‘ . He would not have a foot of it unlawfull 
. yas then reported to the Senate without , : ; seteaas's y- 
u more right to exercise such sovereignty than the Phe bill wa se. : : 1m He knew thatit was the disposition of his triend from 
Jerure of an adioinine nee its B amendment, and ordered to a third reading. The . : 

legislature of an adjoining or any other State. But isiteh tees mane themes: ait, *laall the: tate en Gena Michigan to keep the temple of Janus always open, 

} . - ‘ ° 3 $ “i : : 
? this digression is perhaps unnecessary. The slight third ements Paes but he was not one of the war inevitables. He did 
. variance in opinion between my colleague and my- | * Mr. ATHERTON asked that the bill lie over | NOt See the danger of any interference on the part 
ly . i § 


self on this collateral point is of little consequence, 
y and | cordially concur as to the correctness of the 
principles so ably sustained by him as to the main 


of Great Britain, because he did not think she was 
now in a condition to interfere. He was in favor 
of the measure, because it was less likely to lead 


until to-morrow; which was agreed to. 
Mr. HANNEGAN here called for the special or- 


e question involved in the resolutions. Asto the res- | der, informing the re the a already | to a war now than it would be on any future oc- 
d olutions of the Senator from Alabama, now before || passed, it being then half-past one o'clock. casion. 
t ihe Senate, I can vote for them cheerfully, but they | YUCATAN. As to the great importance of Yucatan, he did 
f do not, | think, go far enough, or rather, are not The Senate then resumed the consideration of , not agree with those who estimated it highly on 
- fullenough. 1 hope all the resolutions will be re- | the bill to enable the President of the United States agricultural or political grounds. But he thought 
, ferred to an appropriate committee, to report in || to take temporary military occupation of Yuca- || we could never obtain her on better terms than at 
\. leu of them others carefully drawn in such terms | tan. present. 
‘ that all who sustain the leading doctrines can vote | Mr. BAGBY, after laying down the proposition He went on to reply to the various arguments 
- forevery word of them. It is difficult for an indi- || that we are not bound to stand forth as the grand | which had been brought forward against the meas- 
, vidual Senator to draught a resolution that in its || almoner of the world, for the purpose of taking ure, and repeated that he was in favor of taking 
terms will suit all. 1 hope the resolutions will not || charge of the suffering nations of the earth, went | possession of Yucatan, and of holding it so long as 
; be laid on the table, but will be referred for the ob- | on to state that an erroneous ground had been | our interests may render it expedient for us to do 
' | 


ject suzgested. My chief object, however, in rising, 
i was to protest against this mode of making test 
votes, 


Mr. BADGER moved to lay the resolutions on 


taken when it was asserted that the President had | 
| recommended to Congress to interfere in the affairs 
of Yucatan. The fact was, that he had done 
| nothing more than lay before the Senate the in- 


so. He went, therefore, for the bill, even although 
it may lead to the annexation of Yucatan to the 
United States. 


The question was then taken on the motion of 
t the table, but again withdrew it, | formation which had been communicated to him, || Mr. Davis, of Mississippi, as modified by the 
d Mr. BAGBY said he was willing that the reso- | leaving it to the wisdom of Congress to take such | proposition of Mr. Lewis, and it was decided in 
’ lutions should be passed over informally, in order || course as it may think best. the negative—ayes 5, noes 26. 
, that they might be discussed. Mr. B. did not think that the doctrine contained Mr. DIX then moved to amend the bill by stri- 
8 Mr. BADGER renewed his motion to lay them | in the declaration of Mr. Monroe either sanctioned — king out the first section, and substituting a provis- 
| on the table, stating, that while he intended no dis- || or discountenanced this measure. Hedid not give | ion, * that the President be authorized to use the 
i courtesy to any Senator, he could not again with- || credit to Mr. Monroe or his Cabinet for the incep- | army and navy of the United States to aid the peo- 
draw his motion, his object being, as he already || tion of the doctrine of that declaration. It was | ple of Yucatan, provided that the consent of the 
| declared, to prevent any discussion. || suggested by the movements of the great Powers Government thereof be obtained.” 
it Mr. BAGBY asked for the yeas and nays, and || of Europe, and the American minister at that time The vote was about to be put on the amendment 
d they were ordered. ‘| in London was the first, months before this decla- | of Mr. Dix; when— _ ; 
, The question was then taken, and decided as | ration was made, totake his stand on the principle Mr. CLAYTON said he was as anxious as any 
follows: | here laid down. Mr. Canning desired rather to | Senator present, even the Senator from Indiana 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Badger, Ben- || pause, until he could discover the effect of the |) [Me. Hannecan] included, that the subject should 
5 roe Bright, Cass, Clarke, Clayton, Diekinson, Dix, || measure of the Holy Alliance on the commercial | be brought to a close; but it must be remarked that 
: wae Boots, Seneas, Sinden, Johnson of Louisiana, || interests of Great Britain. Mr. Rush communi- | the vote on the amendment just given showed that 
| hain —24 One, hon ian HMgne, Caterwenh. aed Lge | cated to our Government the course which Eng- | there were more than twenty Senators absent, and 
< =-t. | 
r NAYS—Messrs. Bagby, Calhoun, Davis of Mississippi, | land was about to pursue. The policy of Mr. | he submitted to the Senate whether they had not * 
, Hunter, Lewis, Mason, Turney, Westeott, and Yulee—9. | Monroe he had always regarded as the true policy, | better adjourn, with the understanding that the 





t On motion of Mr. YULEE, the Senate proceed- 


| but it was not the fighting policy of our country. 
ed to the consideration of the bill to renew certain 


It was only fitted for diplomaticaction. If any other 


vote should be taken to-morrow. 
Mr. HANNEGAN expressed his extreme de- 


e naval pensions for the term of five years, &c.; | nation should desire to occupy Yucatan, and the | sire to have the bill disposed of. He would yield 
» which, after a brief debate, was ordered to be en- || United States should also desireit, hedid notthink, | in the present instance, and suffer the bill to be 
t grossed, and was subsequently read a third time, | with the exception of a case which might involve || postponed; but, so far as he was concerned, he 
r by unanimous consent, and passed. ‘| our self-preservation, that the United States would | gave notice that he should do all in his power to 
Mr. ALLEN called the attention of the Senate | be justified in carrying out to extreme results the press the subject to a consummation to-morrow, 
y to the resolution submitted by Mr. Jonnson, of || policy of Mr. Monroe’s declaration. Considering |, alike regardless of importunities from either side of 
’ Maryland, calling on the President for the names 1 that nations, like individuals, had a perfect right || the Chamber. ; 
5 of certain military officers withheld from the Sen- || to make mutual contracts, he could not sustain the || Mr. CLAYTON. Then let it ‘be understood 
a ate, { 


The Senator from Maryland not being pres- 


principle of our right to interfere with any con- | that the vote shall be taken to-morrow. 





The further consideration of the bill was then 
postponed; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of Executive business, and, after some 
time spent therein, the doors were reopened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. ' 
Wepnespay, Vay 17, 1345. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. KAUFMAN, (by leave,) previous notice 
having been given, introduced a joint resolution 
giving the consent of the Government of the United 
States to the State of Texas to extend her eastern 
boundary so as to include within her limits one- 
half of Sabine Pass, Sabine lake, and Sabine river 
as far north as the thirty-second degree of north 
latitude. Read, and referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. K. also presented resolutions of the Legis- 
lature of Texas, in relation to extending the juris- 
diction of said State over one-half of Sabine Pass, 
Sabine lake, and Sabine river. Referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HLHOLMES, of New York, asked leave to 
offer a resolution of instruction to the Committee 
on Mileage to abolish the allowance of mileage to 
members of Congress, and to allow a per diem and 
travelling expenses in lieu thereof. It was objected 
to, and therefore not received. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. CHLIAPMAN, from the Committee for the 
District of Columbia, to whom was referred Sen- 
ate bill to provide a free communication across the 
Eastern Branch of the Potomac river, in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported the same back to the 
House, with amendments. Committed, 

Also, from the same committee, a bill to provide 
a communication across the Eastern Branch of the 
river Potomac, in the District of Columbia. Read 
and committed, 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, from the Committee 
on the Judiciary, reported a bill for the relief of 
Levi H. Corson, and for other purposes. Read 
and committed. 

Also, an adverse report on the petition of Wm. 
Fuller. Laid on the table. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL asked leave to offer a 
resolution making the bill further to amend the 
judicial system of the United States the special 
order for some day in June. The reception of the 
resolution was objected to. 

Mr. TAYLOR, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to whom was referred Senate bill for the 
relief of Reynolds May, reported the same back 
to the House, without amendment. Committed. 

Mr. KING, of Massachusetts, from the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims, reported the fol- 
lowing resoluuion; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That D. F. Manice have leave to withdraw from 
the files of the House the papers presented by him; and that 
the Commissioner of Pensions be requested to wansmit to 
the Clerk the petition and papers in the case of Charity 
Freeman. 

Mr. GAYLE, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill to grant portions of 
the public lands to the Mobile and Ohio Railroad 
Company, and for other purposes. Read and 
committed, 

Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, reported bills for the relief of the 
heirs of Lieutenant Bartlett Hinds, and for the 
relief of the hews of Nehemiah Stokely. Read 
apd committed. 

Mr. B. also made an adverse report on the peti- 
tion of Abram Brinker. Laid on the table. 

Mr. HOLMES, of New York, gave notice of a 
motion for leave to introduce a bill to change and 
establish the compensation for mileage of Senators 
and members of the [louse of Representatives of 
the United States. 

Mr. BARRINGER, from the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, made adverse reports on the joint 
resolutions of the Legislature of Indiana in Tela- 
tion to the Miami Indians, on the petitions of the 
Catawba tribe of Indians, and of oseph Keener 
and others in behalf of the same. Laid on the 
table, 

Mr. BARRINGER also, from the same com- 
mittee, to whom was referred Senate bill for the 
relief of Samuel W. Bell, a native of the Cherokee 
nation, reported the same back to the House with- 
out coeiitiieed, Committed. 

Also, from the same committee, a bill for the 


relief of E. B. Cogswell, and a bill for the relief of 
Jesse Sutton. Read and committed. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, presented 
the petition of B. Marshall, Tuchahatchee,G. W. 


Stidham, and George Scott, delegates of the Creek | 


nation, for the passage of a law for the adjust- 
ment of their unsettled business. Referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. BURT, the Committee on 
Military Affairs was discharged from the further 
eonsideration of the resolutions of the Legislature 
of Florida for the appropriation of the St. Francis 
barracks at St. Augustine, for the use of a semin- 
ary of learning; from the resolutions of the Legis- 
lature of Michigan in relation to the refunding of 
money advanced for the equipment of troops; and 
also, from the petition of John Campbell & Co., 
of Pensacola, for payment for subsistence furnished 
troops in the United States service; and they were 
laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. BOYD, the Committee on 
Military Affairs was discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of officers of the Uni- 
ted States army now on duty in Mexico, for an 
increase of the price of rations; and from the peti- 
tion of George W. Crawford, for the payment of 
his account for supplies furnished, &c.; and they 
were laid on the table. 

Mr. FISHER, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, made adverse reports on the petitions of 
John F. Staser and George E. Blake, administra- 
tor. Laid on the table. 

Mr. FARRELLY, from the Committee of Con- 
ference on the part of the House, appointed to con- 
fer with a similar committee on the part of the 
Senate, on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
of Congress on the bill to provide additional exa- 
miners for the Patent Office, made a report which 
recommended that the Senate recede from its dis- 
agreement to the amendment of the House, in 
striking out the words in section 3, *‘ that the 
Commissioner of Patents is hereby authorized to 
appoint,’’ and inserting in lieu thereof ‘* that there 
shall be appointed in the manner aforesaid;”’ and 
that the House recede from its amendment to sec- 
tion 1, striking out the words * twenty-five hun- 
dred dollars,’’ and inserting “* two thousand dol- 
lars,’’ and that the following proviso be added to 
the first section of the bill: 

* Provided, That the power to extend patents, now vested 
in the board composed of the Secretary of State, Commis- 
sioner of Patents, and Solicitor of the ‘Treasury, by the 18th 
section of the act approved July 4, 1835, respecting the Pat- 
ent Office, shall hereafter be vested solely in the Commis- 
sioner of Patents; and when an application is made to him 
for the extension of a patent, according to said 18th section, 
and sixty days notice given thereof, he shall reter the case 
to the principal examiner having charge of the class of in- 
ventions to which said case belongs, who shall make a full 
report to said Commissioner of the said case, and particu- 
larly whether the invention or improvement secured in the 
patent was new and patentable when patented; and there- 
upon the said Commissioner shall grant or refuse the exten- 
sion of said patent, upon the same principles and rules that 


have governed said board, but no patent shall be extended 
for a longer term than seven years.”? 


Mr. McCLELLAND explained the action of 
the Committee of Conference and the result of their 
deliberations, in which he concurred, except in 
relation to the salaries of the Examiners of Patents. 
The House, after full discussion, had decided that 
$2,000 was an ample remuneration for the services 
rendered. ‘The Senate had so amended the bill as 
to make the sum $2,500. But he felt bound to 
resist the Senate’s amendment, as the will of the 
House had been expressed after mature delibera- 
uon so unequivocally. It had been said that the 
sum of $2,000 was an insufficient remuneration, 
and that these examiners could make a larger sum 
by leaving the office and becoming patent agents. 
He admitted that science commanded more when 
it was free and independent than when it was em- 
ployed by the General Government. A member 
of the bar could make more than $3,000 or $5,000 
per annum, and yet no State gave its judges more 
than $1,000 or $2,000, and for such salaries good 
judges were obtained. It was not the policy of 
this Government to give extravagant salaries; and 
whenever an officer found he could make more out 
of office than in, he could go out. He thought if 
any change were requisite, it was in the number of 
the Examiners. He was of opinion the number 
was too small. There should be Examiners to 
examine specifications, and to give instructions to 
applicants, and to save the sacrifice of time and 
money to which applicants were now subjected by 
their detention in this city, after which they were 
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| occasion to do that. 
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too frequently obliged to return home without ac 


complishing their object, and to leave their busin, 89 
| ; The salary fi we d 
by the House, with the increase of the number a 
Examiners, would be sufficient and proper, Why. 
the heads of bureaus, the engineers in the milita;. 
service, topographical engineers, artillery off 
and officers in the military and naval seryjc. 
where science, and extensive information, and 
much talent were required, received no more than 
the Senate proposed to give to these Examiners of 
He saw no reason to induce him to pro. 
pose that the House shoald recede from the posi- 
tion it had taken. 
A conversation then ensued, in which Messry. 


lary 
cers, 


| FICKLIN, McCLELLAND, MARVIN, FAR. 
| RELLY, BARRINGER, and LAHM, took part, 


Mr. CUMMINS moved the previous question 
° sj 
which was seconded; and under the operation 


| thereof, the report of the Committee on Conference 


was agreed to by yeas and nays: Yeas 92, nays 


' 69. 


NAVY PENSIONS, SLAVERY, ETC. 
On motion of Mr. KAUFMAN, the House re. 


| solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
| state of the Union, (Mr. Kina, of Massachusetts, 


in the chair,) on the bill making appropriations for 
the payment of navy pensions for the year ending 
June 30, 1849. 

Mr. DICKINSON, who was entitled to the 


| floor, rose and addressed the committee on the 


general subject of slavery and of the Wilmot pro 
viso. [Mr. D.’s speech will be found in the Ap- 
pendix. ] 

The appointed time having arrived, the debate 
the bill terminated. 

Mr. WHITE offered an amendment as an ad 
ditional section to the bill. 

Mr. VINTON rose to a point of order, and ob- 


jected to the amendment as irrelevant to the bill. 


The CHAIRMAN sustained the objection, and 


| decided the amendment not in order. 


THE POST OFFICE BILL, SLAVERY, ETC. 
Some conversation ensued between Messrs, 
GOGGIN and VINTON; after which the bil! 
was laid aside to be reported to the House; and 
the committee proceeded to consider the bill ma- 
king appropriations for the service of the Post 


| Office Department for the year ending June 30, 
| 1849. 
| » Mr. WOODWARD, referring by way of apolo- 


gy for the remarks he was about to make to the 
indulgence allowed to the gentleman from Virginia, 
[Mr. Bayuy,] in the latitude of debate which he 


| had taken yesterday, observed, that the gentle- 


man had taken issue upon the abstract proposition 
as to the power of Congress to legislate for the 
Now, besides not being before the 
House, there is no such direct issue before the 
I grant there are questions before the 
country which involve the discussion of that prop- 
osition, There exists a case to which the law is 
to be onpueds but the case, and not the law, is the 

‘he Wilmot proviso is not the true issue. 
I cannot consent that the particular slip of paper in- 
troduced here by the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
is the issue; but the principle and the purpose of 
that measure—whatever means might be used to 
carry them out—are what concern me. I am indif- 
ferent whether you bleed me to death with a spring 
lancet or a thumb lancet—whether you destroy my 
life with a bowie-knife or a pistol. £ look to the 
principle and purpose of that proviso, and take 
my position against the principle and the purpose. 
And he who stands by me in opposition to them 
will stand by me in opposition to all the means of 
carrying them into execution. 

I assent to many of the propositions laid down 
by the gentleman from Virginia, and do not under- 
take to say, when fully understood, that there will 
be any material difference between us on the con- 
stitutional questions involved. I did not rise to 
answer the gentleman’s speech; I will take a future 
I rose to state the issues that 
had been made before the country, and which 
divided the party with which he was connected. 

Sir, the territory of the United States is the 
common property of all the people of all the States, 
and none can disturb any of the people of any of 
the States, in the enjoyment of any of their prop- 
erty in such territory. I have no interest in the 
question who has the power to do so, whether 
this Congress or the settlers on a portion of the 
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ublic lands. I affirm the impossibility of the 
thing Dy any power. | I therefore deny the propo- 
gition, that the inhabitants occupying any designa- 
wd region of territory belonging to the United 
States, can assume a jurisdiction to impose any 
eonditions upon the purchase and settlement of 
lands not belonging to them. I deny that, where 
the United States has marked out for the purpose 
ofsale and colonization, a territory, say 600 miles 
square, a few settlers could occupy two or three 
sounties, and because they were first settlers, as- 
sume eminent domain, sovereignty, and jurisdic- 
yon, over the whole territory—even beyond the 
counties over which they might be scattered; as- 


sume power to prescribe who should come after | 


them, and who not; and on what terms and con- 
diuons the great bulk of public lands should be 
disposed of, and what not. This, sir, is a matter 
of substance with the southern States. It is a mat- 
wr of real interest with them, whether their pop- 
ylation is to be prevented from amplifying and 
expanding; whether, while all the rest of the Union 
js clamoring for land, more land, ‘all the land the 
Lord has,’’ (to use the language of a Senator,) 


they are to be restricted to their present homes; | 


whether they are to be proscribed as unlawful emi- 


grants to their own territories, unless they shall | 
have first sacrificed and abandoned everything that | 


could create a motive to emigration. Sir, the South 
wants more lands, as well as the North. We, 
too, want cheap, fresh lands. We, too, want the 
means of being relieved from the evils of a crowd- 
ed population, and exhausted fields. We, too, 
would like to have ** contiguous territory,’’ as well 
as our brethren of the North. Sir, your lands are 
now given away for a trifle, to whomsoever may 
choose to occupy them. 


thorized settlers from the free States. What right 
had the people of Oregon to occupy that Territo- 
ry? By what authority from the United States, 
lave they appropriated the lands there? What 
right had your adventurers, Mormons and Aboli- 
tionists, to occupy the California lands? to appro- 
priate them in defiance of the rights of the people 
of the Union? And shall it be tolerated, that a 
few unauthorized squatters, who have paid us 
nothing for the lands they have appropriated, 
should turn about and say to the South, You can- 
not buy lands anywhere in three hundred miles of 
us, at whatever price; we have resolved to take 
possession in defiance of the owner; ask us no 
questions: Having plundered a part, we claim, 
thereby, sovereignty of the whole; and we com- 
mand you to keep away. 


Sir, this is the real issue, about which I want to | 
hear gentlemen talk a little; and not the abstract | 


question of the relations between the Federal Gov- 
ernmegt and our territories. 


to go before the country, as it ought to have done 
at first. 


of, any aspirant to the Presidency, in this part of 
the House. If I am not misinformed, or misled, 
! may hope, and hope sanguinely, that all the gen- 
lemen towhom I have alluded, may come to terms 
consistent with the views I have expressed. [ 
trust it may be so. I wish all the country would 
meet together on the only safe platform—the Con- 
suuution. I wish all would consent never again to 
violate the Constitution. 


lic man whatever. I seek no pretext for opposing 
any; | mean only to defend the rights of the South: 
This | am obliged to do as a southern Represent- 
ative. I take it for granted, others will expect me 


Indeed, the territory be- | 
yond the Rocky Mountains, is filled with unau- | 


_ I do not know that 1 am making any | 
issue with, or throwing any obstacles in the way | 


I should like to understand, could our Judiciary 
go where our Legislature, or the whole Govern- 
ment, could not go? 

But admitting the question to belong to the Ju- 
diciary, why should that disconnect it from the 
politics of the country? I had supposed the polit- 
tcal views of the country were expected to be 
harmonized in the different branches of the Gov- 
ernment—that difference of views among the de- 
partments, were intended to be annihilated in their 
reciprocal action upon one another, and that the 
whole operation of the system would produce 
unity, instead of establishing diversity. And we 
must all be aware of the inevitable influence which 
the legislative branch exerts upon the others. Sir, 
I have no idea of dismissing questions involving | 
the most vital interests of the country, on the 
ground that they are properly in the hands of the 
Judiciary. If deference is to be shown to any one 
department of the Government, let it be the Con- 
gress, the people’s representatives, elected at short 
intervals, and quickly responsible, whose authority 
is to determine not what is, but what shall be, law; 
to establish all public regulations affecting the rights 


| of individuals; and not to that department which 


is, in a sense, our subordinate, and whose duty it 
is to apply the law as it is to cases that may arise, 
whether the law be right or wrong. It was main- 
tained by Hamilton, one of the so-called Federal- 
ists of the day—and he supposed that no man 
on this side of the House would admit that he was 
less a Democrat than Alexander Hamilton—that 
Congress was the supreme branch of the Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. BRODHEAD (the floor being yielded) | 
would like to know from the gentleman trom South 
Carolina, whether this Congress could add to or 
take from the constitutional power and rights of | 
slaveholders? If they had the constitutional right 


| to go into the new territories and hold their slaves, 


| that power would be given to them by the judi- 


| ciar 


| ‘Territories, if you kept the other departments out? 


deciding upon the Constitution. 
Mr. WOODWARD said he was coming to that 
oint. How was the judiciary to get into the 


| I speak in reference to the question of slavery. | 


What judiciary does my friend from Pennsylvania 


' mean? The courts of the United States, or the local 


| courts of the Territory? 


| 


| if his friend from South Carolina meant to main- 
I want this question | 


That is a ground on || 
which my support could be obtained by any pub- || 


to set the example of defending my own rights, | 


and those of my constituents, before they will 
help me to defend them. I never imagined that 
another could have greater respect for me, person- 
a or for my rights, than I myself might enter- 
ain, 

But, my friend from Virginia has dismissed the 
question | make—the only substantial question— 
by delivering it over to the Judiciary. ‘The Judi- 
Clary, and not Congress, must determine, whether 
slavery can exist in California. So, the Judiciary 
enters into a territory my friend holds, but the 
Legislature cannot go there. Now, I had sup- 
posed the Government was compacted; that — 
part was blended with all the other parts, thoug 
differing in nature; that there could be no perfect 
Operation of one of the parts of Government, with- 


Out the codperation of all the others. How, then, || by me, I will get a guaranty. 


|, authority. 


| tution and the laws; and it cou 


The United States court 
could only get there in ee with the Consti- 
d only take juris- 
diction of cases arising under the Constitution and 
laws of this Government—I mean all descriptions 
of laws made through its different functions, legis- 
lative and tréaty-making. 
Mr. BAYLY wished to be allowed to ask a sin- 
gle question, and (the floor being yielded) inquired 


tain the proposition that the Congress of the United | 
States could pass a law or legislate in any manner | 
upon the subject of slavery in the Territories ? 

Mr. WOODWARD. I am not talking about | 
that. I was asking how the Federal court could || 
get jurisdiction of a slave case ? 

Mr. BAYLY. Is not the Constitution of the 
United States the supreme law of the land; and is 
not it part of the law which the judiciary must ad- 
minister? 

Mr. WOODWARD. Exactly so. Butif there | 
is no constitutional establishment of slavery in the 
territory, as you contend, and Congress can make 
no law for that purpose, as all agree, how is the 
United States court to get jurisdiction of a slave 
case there? That’s the question. I am told that 
slavery could only exist by the laws of the terri- 
tory. Now, who is to adjudge the laws of the ter- | 
ritory, but the courts of the territory? So my friend | 

uts us in the hands of territorial authority at) 
ast. 


Mr. BAYLY. Do you say that the Constitu- 


' tion establishes slavery in a territory? 


Mr. WOODWARD. No; it only recognizes it. | 
But I was not on that subject. It has been asserted 
that slavery could exist in a territory only by local | 
If so, then I say, one’s right to his 
slave could be adjudged only by the local judica- | 
ture—and we have no protection in the judicial 


| department of the Federal Government, as has been 


' asserted. Now, I should like to have some guar- || 


anty for my rights beyond this. 

Mr. BAYLY. How will you get it? 

Mr. WOODWARD. If those having a com- | 
mon interest with me, in this subject, will stand | 
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' of the Union. 


| did not concede to it in a State. 
| difference in the distribution of power in the two 


| this day mooted. 


| not, but he did it to his own. 
| ceeded in establishing the proposition that Con- 
|| gress had no authority to legislate on the subject 

of slavery in the Territories, it seemed to him, that 
_as far as they were concerned, the argument was 
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Mr. LAHM asked the gentleman from South 
Carolina if he should remove to a Territory with 
his slave, and the slave should there claim his 
freedom, and should be brought up on a habeas 
corpus to the Supreme Court, if the gentleman 
pleased, would not the Supreme Court decide 
whether by the Constitution, without legislative 
action, the gentleman could hold a slave thus taken 
into a Territory or not? 

Mr. WOODWARD said the gentleman might 
resort to precise technicalities, to make difficult 
cases, such as he did not intend now to enter upon, 
even if the refinements of municipal law were 
properly applicable to great constitutional ques- 
tions. But suppose a slave should escape into the 
District of Columbia, would not the remedy pro- 
vided in the Constitution apply? [mean the rem- 
edy in the case of fugitive slaves. Would the 
gentleman contend that an obligation which rested 
on the whole people of the Union, did not rest on 
the Government itself? The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia had argued, some two years since, that this 
was a local Legislature as regarded this District, 
and under the same obligations as State Legisla- 
tures. But whether it was or not, it was bound 
to perform all the duties, in this respect, towards 
the people of the States, which they owed to one 
another. The injunction was upon all the people 
I take the ground that a territory 
is a dependency, like the District of Columbia. 
The argument of my friend from Virginia, yester- 
day, made it a State, partly in the Union, and 
partly out. There is not one power conceded to 
a State, he did not concede to a Territory; nor one 
conceded to this Government in a Territory, he 
If he admits any 


cases, I should like to have him point it out. It 
would puzzle him to do so, consistently with his 
territorial doctrines. 

Mr. BAYLY did not rise, after the great indul- 
gence shown him yesterday, to engage in this de- 


| bate again. He had not argued the proposition at 


all which the gentleman from South Carolina has 
He expressly declined to argue 
it yesterday, on the ground that this House has no 


| jurisdiction over it. The whole burden of his argu- 


ment was, to show that Congress had no jurisdic- 
tion to legislate on the subject of slavery in the 
Territories, and whether he established that propo- 
sition to the satisfaction of everybody else he knew 
If, then, he suc- 


atanend. He referred certainly to the question 
which the gentleman from South Carolina had 
brought into the discussion, that, by the act ac- 
quiring territory, slavery was established in such 
territory. He referred to that opinion simply; he 
did not argue it. .He declined to do so because it 
was a question which Congress could not decide. 
Mr. FICKLIN asked, if Congress should ac- 
quire territory with existing laws prohibiting sla- 
very, would the Constitution of the United States 


| abrogate those laws? 


Mr. BAYLY said that was a question which he 
declined to argue the other day, and he also refused 
to argue it now, because it was a question which 


1] Congress could not decide. There was but one 


_ way on the face of the earth by which Congress 


| sage of a law. 


could decide anything, and that was by the pas- 
Ir, then, they had no right to pass 


| laws on the subject, it was a question which they 


| tion. 


‘| could not decide. 


There was another proposition which he also 
referred to as a mooted question. It was, that the 


| territorial legislature could either legalize cae 
| where it did not exist, or abolish it where it did. 


He declined to argue that also, because Congress 
could not decide it. He took it that both these 
questions were judicial questions. They were 
questions which could be decided alone by the 
courts. If they could be decided by any other tri- 
bunal.than the courts, he begged to be informed by 
any lawyer in the House, or by the gentleman from 
South Carolina, [Mr. Woopwarp,] he being one 
of the most eminent, where they could be decided ? 

Mr. WOODWARD inquired how the gentle- 
man from Virginia would get a question before the 
courts? 

Mr. BAYLY was greatly surprised at the ques- 
Why, in his own practice, he had raised 
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such questions a hundred times before the courts. 
He would tell the gentdeman how. ‘The gentleman 
from South Carolina took the position that the mo- 
ment terriory was acquired, no matter whether 
slavery existed there or not, the Constitution of the 
United States extended over it and created slavery 
there. Well, proceeding on that opinion of his, 
the gentleman might go to California and carry 
with him his slave. 

Mr. WOODWARD begged to interrupt the gen- 
tleman. He (Mr. W.) had not said the Consttu- 
tion created slavery in the United States territory. 
The Constitution simply recognizes it. Allow me 
a moment to explain the idea, A great error pre- 
vailed in calling slavery an institution. They 
might as well call tobacco or rice, a ship or a steam- 
boat, an institution. It preéxisted as a mere fact 
before the making of the Constituuon. The Con- 
stitution took it as it found it, like other matters 
of fact. As with other property, mere legislation 
could do nothing with it but regulate it. It would 
require constitutional authority to break it up—to 
make it where it did not exist, or unmake it where 
itdid. According to the common notion of prop- 
erty, I cannot permit you to call it an institution, 
‘There is a more strict notion of property, which 
constitutes the idea, opposed to communism—that 
ia, the idea which recognizes an individual as ca- 
pable in law of an exclusive ownership of lands, 
chattels, or anything else. In this sense we may 
speak of the “institution of property ,’’ but the sub- 
stance of property is not an institution, Slavery 
existed as a form of property without being insti- 
tuted. How did it make its beginning? The white 
race, without authority from law or Constitution, 
atan early period of American history, thought it 
no harm to go to Africa, and seize without process 
of law, and hold without the aid of law, the negro 
race found there, as appropriate objects of com- 
merce. Preexistent law did not make negroes 
property any more than it made caoutchoue prop- 
erty, or any other newly discovered article of com- 
merce. I have said that the substance of property 
is not an institution, but wealth; and the law does 
not create wealth. You cannot, therefore, with 
propriety call slaves an institution. It was a mat- 
ter of fact; existed as a fact prior to the Constitution, 
independent of it, and much more independent of 
legislation. Such was the way slavery came into 
existence. Ihave given a statement from actual 
history. And if it be such an enormity as some 
gentlemen pretend, let them unmahe the bargain 
which was made with it by the founders of the 
Republic, and not imagine that the moral Judge 
of the Universe will admit the plea of treachery 
and bad faith as a valid excuse for the sin of a bar- 
gain with slavery. 

But, sir, | did not rise to make any argument on 
the general subject of slavery. I wish to show that 
the gentleman from Virginia is incorrect in saying 
that the political question before us is simply as 
to what action Congress may take on the subject 
of slavery, and has nothing to do with anything 
that belongs to the judiciary. For, supposing 1 
admitted that slavery exisis in the territory under 
the Constitution, without legislation on the part of 
Congress or a territory; yet, if it be true, or prob- 
ably true, that we are to be at the mercy of the 
udiciary in California or here, 1 want to know it, 
want the opinions of Congress and public men 
on that subject. I wanted to know it from the 
beginning, in order to know what interest my con- 
stituents were to have in our conquests. I desire 
my constituents to know it, that they may judge 
for themselves, with a full knowledge of circum- 
stances, how far they will enter into wars for con- 
quest, where they are to have no share in the con- 
quest when made. I think they are entitled to 
judge for themselves, whether the South will spill 
its blood and expend its treasure for territory from 
which itis to be excluded, If it be the opinion of 
politicians, that in spite of all the Congress and 
the judiciary might wish to do for us, slavery can- 
not exist in territories acquired from Mexico, let 
me know it, that I may shape my course accord- 
ingly. 7 
_ The gentleman from Virginia is wholly at fault, 
In assuming, that because the question belongs to 
the judiciary, we have no interest in discussing it; 
thatit has nothing to do with polities, My political 
course in future may depend upon this judicial 
question and the opinion of politicians how the 
judiciary would decide. If I find that a large ma- 

jority of politicians entertain certain opinions, I , 
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shall suspect the judiciary will be of the same 
opinion, and might be disinclined to put myself in 
its power. I should be afraid to put myself ina 
situauon to make a case for the judiciary. In 
case | wanted to obtain the opinion of the court, 
how would I get a case before it? Is it supposa- 
ble that 1 would take my slaves two thousand 
miles into California, to makea feigned issue, as 
it were, for the benefit of my friends behind 
me? Suppose the court should be against me, 
what would be my predicament?) The process of 
carrying slaves to the country must have a begin- 
ning, if they are to go there at all. Who would 
take the first step at such a hazard? If the first 
man who goes is to find the people against him, 
and in all probability the court too, who will be 
the first man to go? Is it not reasonable, then, 
that L should stand up here as a Representative, 
and, on behalf of my constituents, demand to 
know the opinions of men and parties, where those 
opinions may influence the future policy | may 
pursue? Sir, if certain doctrines taught here are 
to prevail, then I am against California, New Mex- 
ico, Yucatan, and all. 

Such, sir, is the issue I choose to make. And 
you will perceive | am not quibbling about an ab- 
straction, 


SSIONAL GLOBE. | 





Mr. BAYLY said the gentleman from South |: 
Carolina had made but one solitary issue respect- | 
ing his speech, and that was the one he meant now | 


to discuss. He did not understand the gentleman 
legislate on the subject. The gentleman distinctly 
said he would not take issue on that. Having, 
then, settled that question, he would not detain the 


—— ———___—__ 





in seeing how to form a plea; but he wou! 
venture to make such a case. 

Mr. BAYLY would put it to the gentleman 
how he could avoid it? Who could decide before 
hand what would be the fact?) The gentleman had 
admitted that Congress could not settle the QUese 
tion; who, then, could do it? It was obvious} 
impossible that the question could be decided } 
anybody but the judiciary. y 

Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania, desired to 
ask the gentleman from Virginia whether the Su- 
preme Court had not decided that slavery existed 
by local laws, and that if he removed his slave to 
free territory, the slave remained no longer pron. 
erty. ’ 

Mr. BAYLY replied that the gentleman from 
Pennsylvama was not so good at the laws as 
he was in fixing up tariff statistics, and not very 
good at that, though the country perhaps ente;. 
tained a different opinion. 

Mr. STEWART rose to a point of order. 

The CHAIR. The gentleman fron Pennsy|. 
vania will state his point of order. : 

Mr. STEWART woulddoso. The gentleman 
from Virginia had pledged himself to the House 
in the course of his remarks a few days ago, that if 
he was wrong on the question stated, respecting 
the exports and imports at particular periods, he 
would never open his mouth on this floor again, 
Now he (Mr. 8S.) maintained that the gentleman 


d never 


then, 


_ from Virginia had no right to open his mouth on 
to take issue on the point that Congress could not || 


House again upon it after the indulgence extended || 


to him yesterday. ‘The question which the gen- 
tleman had mooted, he repeated, was a judicial 
question, and by the courts it must be decided, and 
by nobody else, for no other tribunal could decide 
it. He had shown, and the gentleman had acqui- 
esced, that Congress could not decide it. ‘The 
gentleman had admitted that Congress could not 
decide it, and therefore no law was to do it. The 
gentleman from South Carolina said slavery was a 
fact, and that it would exist as a fact in the terri- 
tories which we might acquire. Well; but the 
ventleman knew that there were some others—and 


some of them very learned jurists—who maintain- | 


ed the opposite doctrine. Who, then, was to de- 
cide? The gentleman from South Carolina insist- 
ed on knowing beforehand how it was to be; but 
who could teil him how it was to be? Whoeould 
tell how it would even probably be? The gentleman 
who propounded the question was @ lawyer of 
learning and talent. He said that slavery would 
exist. Why, then, could he not trust the courts 
todecide it? Would he insist that the courts should 
decide the question before it was before them? It 
must be referred to the courts, and nowhere else, 
for there was no other tribunal to decide it. 
gentieman asked how the question was to be got 
before the courts, and he (Mr. B.) would tell him 
precisely how he might get it there. 

Mr. WOODWARD explained. 
derstood to say that he never would make a case 
for the courts under such circumstances. 

Mr. BAYLY would nevertheless tell the gentle- 
man how it would come before the courts, and if 
it came not there at all it would remain a moot 
question to the end of time. A slave is found in 
California. A master carried him there. When 
he was there, it was found by some gentleman who 
differed from the gentleman from South Carolina, 
that, inasmuch as slavery did not exist there when 


The | 


He was un- | 


the territory was acquired, until laws were passed | 


to recognize it, he was free. 
fused to work for his master; the master corrected 
him; he brought his action for assault and battery ; 


The slave then re- | 


the master pleaded that it was moderate correction, | 


which he had the right to inflict on his servant: the 
plea was demurred to, and the court had to decide 
whether slavery existed there or not. 
yrecisely the manner in which the question could 
ve brought before the courts. In giving the gen- 
tleman a case, he could perhaps have selected an- 
other; for instance, one which had been stated by 
a gentleman from Ohio; but he selected this case 
because it was the precise mode in which a similar 


That was | 


question was brought before the courts of Massa- | 
chusetts, when the singular decision was made that 
her bill of rights abolished slavery, and that the | 


master had no right to correct his servant at all. 


this floor. [Laughter.] 

The CHAIR paused. 

Mr. BAYLY desired that the point of order 
should be decided. 

The CHAIR recognized no point of order in the 
statement made. [Laughter.] 

Mr. BAYLY said, that though foreign to this 
discussion, he would state to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, for his edification, that, before he 


| took the floor, he was writing a card for the Na- 
| tional Intelligencer, to show how that gentleman 


had quibbled in his card which appeared in the 
National Intelligencer this morning, to enable him 
to get out of the difficulty in which he had involved 
himself; and if he (Mr. B.) did not show that he 
had done so to the satisfaction of every impartial 
man, he would agree to resign his seat in Congress. 

Mr. STEWART made some remark, which 
was not audible at the reporter’s desk. 

Mr. BAYLY could not give way to these tariff 
discussions. He was sorry he had alluded to the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania at all. He said this 


'with no disrespect to that gentleman; but they 


must dispose of the case before them. There was 


his friend from New York [Mr. Murpny] anx- 
| iously waiting at his side to get the floor to speak 


upon this question, and he (Mr. B.) was equally 


' anxious that he should have it. He would return, 


then, to the remarks of the gentleman from South 
Carolina, [Mr. Woopwarp,] and he would say, 
that if Congress should undertake, by a unanimous 


| vote, to say that slavery was a fact (to use the ex- 


pression of the gentleman from South Carolina) in 
the Territories, that would not bind the Legisla- 


| ture or Judiciary, unless Congress had jurisdiction 


over the subject. It would, at the last, come be- 
fore the courts, and it could be nowhere else de- 
cided. Had he not, then, the right to say, cui 
bono ?—what good would arise if they undertook 


| to maintain that slavery existed there? Gentlemen 


equally talented and learned maintained the re- 
verse—that it did not exist there until it was legal- 
ized. Why, if they should discuss this point for 
six months, until every gentleman had made up 
an opinion about it, would that settle the question? 
Reference had been made to the case of a bank, 
and the question had been asked how that was a 
party question when it could go before the judici- 
ary? Did not the gentleman see that it was prop- 
erly a party question, because this Government 
had to act upon it, and to make a charter before it 
went to the country? And did not the gentleman 


| know that it went before the court on the question 
| of its constitutionality, and that the court decided 


it to be constitutional? Well, then, suppose this 
House should, by a two-thirds vote, decide that 
slavery existed without legislation, did that settle 
the question? Still the case could and would come 
before the courts, and the courts would decide the 
uestion without reference to the opinions of poli- 
ticians. They could not avoid it. " 
But if the gentleman from South Carolina so 


Mr. WOODWARD had never felt any difficulty || much distrusted his own opinion—if he was 80 
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farful that the law was against him—if he took | 
+ for gf@nted that the courts would so decide, then 
i. would advise that gentleman to go against the 
scquisition of all territory, for in_no other way 
-ould the gentleman he relieved. The gentleman 
caid hecould. In the name of common sense, let 
the gentleman tell him how this question was to be 
cettied in advance, if, as the gentleman admitted, 
Congress had no control over it? 7 

Mr. WOODWARD made the proposition that 
Congress could and ought to legislate for the 
protection of the rights of the slaveholders as pre- 
wribed by the Constitution, The gentleman from 
Virginia said the courts had to determine the ques- 
non. If that were so, he never would consent to | 
make a case for them. 

Mr. BAYLY. The gentleman now has changed 
his position. He now says Congress has a right 
to legislate on the subject. 

Mr. WOODWARD. Let the gentleman under- 
stand me correctly. There is a special jurisdiction 
certain cases conferred on Congress, for the pro- 
ction of the rights of slaveholders. I allude to 
the provision in the case of fugitive slaves, and for 
using the records and judicial proceedings in a 


IN SENATE. 
Wepvespay, May 17, 1848. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, presented reso- 
lutions of the Legislature of Massachusetts in re- 
lation to a reduction of postage, accompanied by 
a memorial from the State Legislature. ‘The prop- 
osition is to charge two cents on each letter of half 
an ounce, and one cent on all newspaprs; the latter 
to be prepaid. The resolutions were ordered to be 
printed. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. DIX, from the Committee on Commerce, 
made a report recommending a concurrence in the 
amendments of the House to the bill extending 
certain privileges to American vessels engaged ina 
certain mentioned trade, and for other purposes; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, reported House bill for the | 
relief of William Via, without amendment. 

Mr. BRIGHT, from the Committee on Pen- | 
sions, made an adverse report on the claim of 


Hugh W. Wormley. 


Mr. NILES submitted the following resolution: | 





State in such a case, if necessary. But I did not 
propose to discuss that question, or any power of 
Congress, but to define the issue before the coun- 


Resolved, Tiat the Secretary of the Treasury be directed | 
to report to the Senate such information as may be in the 
‘Treasury Departinent in regard to the manner in which the | 
interest of the public debt has been paid at Boston, New | 
York, Philadelphia, and other places in which the interest | 
on the public debt is paid, and particularly that he inform | 

| the Senate whether in any instance payment has been made | 
in any other medium than gold or silver. 


ry. 

‘Mr. BAYLY said that was entirely a new ques- 
tion. ‘The right to recapture fugitive slaves was 
one thing, but the question which the gentleman 
from South Carolina had discussed was a different : ; ; ae 
ove. No man would deny that the provision The bill from the House making appropriations 
of the Constitution to which the gentleman had {| for the payment ot revolutionary and other pen- 
referred operated in every State of this Union; but | sions of the United States for the year ending the 
the question whether a territory was a free or a 30th June, 1849, was read the first and second time 
slave territory was an entirely different question. “by *ts Ute, and referred to the Committee on | 
The question which he had been arguing was not Finance. 
i reference to a fugitive but a resident slave with The bill from the House to amend the act enti- | 
his master. Would that provision of the Consti- | tled ‘An act to appropriate the proceeds of the | 
tution enable a master to hold his slave in Maine | public lands and to grant preémption rights,” &c., | 
or Massachusetts? Would it enable a master to || was read a first and second time by its ttle, and | 
remove to either of the free States, take up his | referred to the Committee on Public lands. 
residence there, and continue to hold his slave? The bill from the House authorizing a register | 
Nobody would maintain that. The gentleman — for the barque Incarnacion was read a first and | 
from South Carolina was too good a lawyer to be- — second time by its title. 
lieve that; but the gentleman argued that slavery | Qn motion of Mr. MOOR, the ordinary rules | 


would exist as a fact in territory oo yeni Well, || were dispensed with, and the bill was read a third 
but who was to decide whether it did or not? Con- || time and passed. 


grees could not decide it. If Congress should “| 
° ° ee ents e rio e 

undertake to decide, its decision would not be The amendments of th He use to Senate bill 

explanatory of the act entitled ‘* An act to raise for 


obligatory on the courts. The gentleman from ra a: 

. Yo eal; Fe sabes a limited time an additional military force, and for 
South Carolina had spoken of the judici ae 

: P judiciary of a other purposes,’’ were taken up and concurred in, 


territory, but the gentleman knew well that it was | 
a question that would come before the Federal Ju- The private bills from the House were also read 
a first and second time by their titles, and appro- | 


diciary, under the laws and Constitution of the ! 
|| priately referred. 


United States, for it was expressly provided that 
the Supreme Court shall have jurisdiction in such | On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, | 
the Senate proceeded to the consideration of the | 


cases. He regretted to differ on a proposition of 
this sort with a gentleman from a southern State; | bill to authorize the relinquishment of the 16th 
and with a few words on this subject, he closed his || section in certain cases and the selection of other 


remarks, and then resumed his seat. ‘| lands in lieu thereof; which was ordered to be en- 


Mr. MURPHY next addressed the committee grossed, and was subsequently read a third time, | 


on the general subject of slavery. 
will be found in the Appendix. ] 

When Mr. M. concluded— 

Mr. COCKE obtained the floor, and moved that 
the committee rise; which was agreed to, and the 
cme rose and reported progress according- 
y: 

On motion of Mr. HOUSTON, of Delaware, it | 
was resolved that when the House adjourns on 
Monday next, it adjourn to meet again on Thurs- 
ih for the purpose of changing the carpets of the | 

ouse, 

Mr. VINTON moved the usual resolution to 
close the debate in Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union in one hour on the bill making 
appropriations for the service ot’ the Post Office 
Department for the year ending June 30, 1849, 
after the House shall again resolve itself into com- 
mittee on that bill. Agreed to. 


[This speech || by unanimous consent, and passed. 


| relief of Robert Purkis; which was agreed to. 
|| Mr. G. explained the grounds on which the bill 


thorities of Newport four British prisoners. 


ordered to be engrossed, and was, by unanimous 
| consent, read a third time and passed. 


On motion of Mr. BADGER, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the bill to authorize 


tions, and acknowledgments in certain cases. _ 
The bill having been amended, at the suggestion 


subsequently read a third time, by unanimous con- 


The House then proceeded to the consideration 
sent, and passed. 


of the bill making appropriations for the payment | 
of navy pensions for the year ending June 30, 1849, | 
reported by the Committee of the Whole without 
amendment, and the bill was ordered to be en- , 
grossed; and being engrossed, was read the third 
time, passed, and sent to the Senate for concur- || lief of Clements, Bryant & Co. was recommitted to 
rence, | the Committee of Claims, 


And then the House adjourned. | On motion of Mr. WESTCOTT, the Senate 


amend the charter of the city of Washington was 
read a third time and passed. 


Mr. GREENE esked of the Senate, as a favor | 
| to himself, that it would take up the bill for the | 


| rested, and gave a history of the gallantry of Mr. | 
Purkis, in recapturing a vessel taken by the Brit- | 
ish in the war of 1812, and delivering to the au- | 
The | 


bill, on the motion of Mr. G., was so amended as 
to insert $700 in the place of $400, and was then | 
notaries public to take and certify oaths, affirma-'| 


of Mr. BADGER, so as to include the District of | 
NAVY PENSIONS. || Columbia, was ordered to be engrossed, and was | 


On motion of Mr. MILLER, the bill to alter and | 


On motion of Mr. MASON, the bill for the re- | 
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took up for consideration the bill providing for the 
obtaining of testimony in relation to claims for 
losses sustained in the late war in Florida, 

The bill being under consideration as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole— 

Mr. BREESE expressed a desire to hear some 
explanation of the object of this bill. [It appeared 
to him to be one of too great importance to be 
hastily passed. There was a bill pending in the 


| House for the creation of a board of claims, which 
| would cover all these cases. 


Mr. WESTCOTT made a brief explanation, in 
which he was understood to refer to the difficul- 
ties which have existed in the way of collecting 
testimony, in consequence of the distances be- 
tween the places where it was to be sought for. 
He was opposed to the bill establishing a board of 
claims in thisecity. He was against the increase 
of Federal patronage here, where public officers 
only labor from nine till three, occupying only six 
hours a day, and devoting a great portion of that 
to reading newspapers. He hoped the Senator 
from Illinois would consent to withdraw his objec- 
tions. 

Mr. CLAYTON said, that if the Senator from 
Florida was against the establishment of a board 
of claims, he (Mr. C.) was in favor of it. The 
bill now under consideration might Jay the found- 
ation for the expenditure of millions. He was 
againstadopting one rule for the State of Florida, 
and a different one for all the other States of the 
Union. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD was of opinion, that, 
whether the House bill, which had been referred 
to, came here or not, this bill, or something like 
it, must pass, Asa member of the committee, he 
had paid some attention to the subject, and he had 
suggested a plan. The effect of the bill would 
not be to put the State of Florida on a better 
footing than other States. He was in favor of 
the bill, because he desired to fix some rule the 
operation of which might be advantageous to the 
country. It would do away with ex parte testi- 
mony. He could have wished to obtain a general 


| law, but that he had been unab'e to effect. There- 


fore, he should go in favor of adopting a rule for 
this large class of cases in Florida. He thought 
good policy required that this bill should pass. 

On motion of Mr. HANNEGAN, the further 
consideration of the bill was then postponed until 
to-morrow, for the purpose of taking up the spe- 
cial order. 


OCCUPATION OF YUCATAN. 


The Senate proceeded to consider the bill to ena 
ble the President of the United States to take tem- 
porary military occupation of Yucatan. 

The question being on the amendment proposed 
by Mr. Dix— 

Mr. DIX rose to explain his amendment. He 
stated the position of Yucatan at this moment, re- 
duced by her helplessness to offer the surrender of 
her sovereignty to any nation which will aid in 
her rescue from the hostility of the Indians which 
threaten the extermination of the white inhabit- 
ants. The President had,as he was bound to do, 
communicated to the Senate the proposition of 
Yucatan to our Government. The Committee on 
Military Affairs had reported a bill. This being 
a question relative to the internal difficulties in 
which Yucatan is involved, becomes one of some 
delicacy and complexity. As we lay down the 
rule that interference with the domestic concerns 
of other nations cannot be permitted by foreign 
governments, it is our duty to take care that we 
ourselves do not violate this rule. But there were, 
in the case of Yucatan, circumstances which seem- 
ed to authorize and justify some interference on 
our part. He proceeced to give a succinct history 
of the changes in Yucatan, which had resulted in 
her obtaining, not an entire, but a qualified inde- 
pendence of Mexico. He viewed her as occupy- 
ing a neutral position in relation to the United 
States. 

By the treaty with Mexico, we are restrained 
from any hostile act towards any part of the ter- 
ritory of Mexico. He did not see that we could 
take military occupation of Yucatan, under a rigid 
construction of the treaty with Mexico, without 
subjecting ourselves to the imputation of bad faith. 
He expressed a hope that the chairman of Foreign 
Relations would not adhere to the first section of 
the bill. Aa to the other sections of the bill, = 

| had his entire acquiescence. The outrages whi 
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characterized the war in Yucatan shocked humanity. 
Hie pointed out the difference between his amend- 
mentand the original secuon. The latter supersedes 
the Government of Yucatan, while the former 
contemplates codperation with that Government, 
bie thought that we might properly transter some 
of our troops from Mexico, for the purpose of aid- 
ing the Yucatanese in the ir defensive contest against 
the Indians. By his substitute, he defined the 
conditions on which an army and navy shall be 
employed. They are to be subordinate to the 
Government of Yucatan. 

He did not think that this interposition would 
be any violation of international law. We are 
aire ady In pPOSssession of one of her ports—Laguna 
—aid this fact may be cited asa justification of 
It we were at neace with Mex- 
co, this would bea very embarrassing case. It 
miust be a very extreme case which would justify 
usin trampling on the political organizations of 
nations; but such cases he admitted might oecur, 
in whieh all respect for these poliucal organizations 
muat yield to the higher dues which bind man to 
man. 

On the subject of the supply of arms to the In- 
dians by British agents, he quoted, from a news- 
paper published at Kingston, Jamaica, (the Morn- 
ine Chromele,) a paragraph denouncing this traf- 
fic, and stating that a commissioner from Yucatan 
had arrived 
Violation of 


our interlerence, 


there, to remonstrate agaist il, asa 
an ancient treaty with Spain, nego- 
tiated at London in 176, by which this trathe in 
arms was prohibited, ‘lhe commissioner had re- 
ceived assurance that the trade should be discon- 
tinued, on the score of humanity alone—the pro- 
hibition in the treaty of 1756 not being regarded 
as applicable to this case, It appears, from other 
paragraphs from a paper published at Belize, that 
the British authorities had not interfered to stop 
the traffic. Lie would not charge the British Gov- 
ernment with a design to aid the Indians to extir- 
pate Spanish mghts; but care umstances justified the 
beliet that Britsh agents may have taken this 
course from a desire to extend British dominion. 
lle then went into some geographical State- 
ments, derived from the map of Arrowsmith and 
other sources, for the purpose of showing that the 
boundaries of Yucatan were mostly shadowy and 
uncertun, and that they had not been entirely re- 
spected by Great Britain. He charged that Power 
with having encroached on Central America, for 
the purpose of maintaming the Mosquito king— 
whose throne a sandhill, whose sceptre a rush, 
and whese robe a blanket, sets fleets and armies 
in motton, and carries on his usurpations with all 
the “pomp and circumstance of glorious war.” 
He had, on a former occasion, stated that the object 
of Great Britain in her extension was to obtain a site 
Ile did not suppose that these 
views emanated from the Mosquito king; but he 
should not be surprised if the enterprises to be 
carried on should be in the name of that distin- 
guished personage. Lie brought forward a notice 
of the British consul-general in Central America, 
addressed to the Government of Nicaragua, in con- 
firmation of his opmion that Great Britain was 
extending her domimion in that quarter. While 
making these statements, he disavowed any idea 
of considering Great Britain as an enemy. On 
the contrary, he regarded her as a friend—at most, 


fora ship canal. 


a commercial rival in all the generous pursuits of 


industry and enterprise. Nor did he envy her the 
possession of those torrid plains, which are parched 
by a vertical sun above, and scorched by volcanic 
fires beneath. Nor did he apprehend any danger 
to ourselves. His object was, merely to awaken 
an attention to what was In progress around us. 
It did not become us to remain mert or incredu- 
lous, while Great Britain was seizing every oppor- 
tunity to enlurge her territory and extend her sov- 
ereignty. 

‘To prevent a breach of international obligations, 
we have no right to interfere in the affairs of Eu- 
ropean countries. At the same time, he held that 
we had a right to take such measures as would 
prevent the interference of European Powers in 
the domestic concerns of this continent. What 
those measures should be, he would not pretend to 
say. It was a question of prudence. But he did 


not place his support of this bill on the ground of 


the danger of European interference in the affairs 
of Yucatan. 

One of the main grounds on which he placed his 
support of this bill was that of justice. We had 
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taken away the means which would have enabled 
Mexico to assist Yucatan, and we are bound in 
strict justice to do what we have prevented Mex- 
ico trom doing. 

He also supported the bill on the ground of hu- 
manity. We are in the full enjoyment of all the 
blessings and privileges of law, order, tranquillity, 


and uninterrupted prosperity. In Central America | 


the picture is reversed; there, law, order, tran- 
quillity, and prosperity, are all rentasunder—towns 
sacked, houses burned, and every description of 
ferocious outrage perpetrated. Such was the sketch 
—an imperfect one he admitted—but he would not 
attempt to fill it up with the loathsome details 
which truth would turnish. 

Mr. CLAYTON said he would ask the Senator 
from New York if he was perfectly satisfied that 
& war was at this moment existing between the 
whites and the Indians. 

Mr. DIX said he was perfectly satisfied of the 
fact. 

After a few words, from Mr. Dix, by way of 
conclusion— 

Mr. HANNEGAN then rose and said, that 
since this bill was under discussion yesterday, he 
had received intelligence that a treaty had been 
concluded between the Government of Yucatan 
and the Indians, and that the war had been brought 
toa close. Similar information had reached the 
city, in the Balumore Sun, which had given the 


heads of the treaty. ‘The terms agreed on appeared | 


to him to be fair, and he trusted that the difliculties 
had been settled. In this state of things, he thought 
it due to the Senate to state that he should no longer 
feel himself called on to press the passage of this 


bill. No harm could result from a little delay, and | 


it might be advisable to wait for further advices 
from Yucatan before any definite action took place. 
As we are ina state of war with Mexico, no for- 
eign armed vessels would attempt to enter the ports 
ot Yucatan. A force of four hundred marines had 


been ordered from Alvarado to Laguna, and this | 


would suffice for the present. He would, there- 

fore, move that the bill be informally passed over. 
Mr. DIX said, that if he had been aware of 

these facts, he would not have troubled the Senate 


with the remarks which he had felt himself called | 


on to submit. 


Mr. HANNEGAN replied that he had not com- || 


municated the information to the Senator from New 


York, because he was not disposed to prevent the | 


Senate from hearing a good speech, 


Mr. UNDERWOOD concurred in the motion | 


of the Senator from Indiana, although the effect 


would be to cut off a speech which he also had | 


intended to make. He would, therefore, merely 
allude to the extraordinary delay which had taken 
place in the Executive department before the cor- 
respoudence of Mr. Sierra had been communicated 
to the Senate, and which he had understood to 


have been accounted fur by the Senator from In- | 
diana on the ground that the authority of that gen- 
Ueman had not been recognized by the Govern- | 


ment, 

Mr. HANNEGAN said, that if the motion he 
had made had cut off the speech of the Senator 
trom Kentucky, it had not prevented him from 
giving the gist of it to the Senate. He knew that 


there were several Senators desirous to be heard | 


on the bill, and he had himself intended to offer 
some remarks. 


prehended by the Senator from Kentucky. 

Mr. NILES, while he acquiesced in the post- 
ponement of the bill, expressed some surprise at 
the change of ground which this new course indi- 


cated on the part of the Senator from Indiana. In | 
the first place, that Senator had urged immediate | 
action on the bill on the ground of humanity; but, | 
afterwards, he had urged it as a matter of national 

policy, to prevent the interference of any of the | 


European Powers. The settlement of the difficul- 
ties in Yucatan disposed of the question of human- 
ity. 
of the policy of preventing other Powers from in- 
terposing at the request of Yucatan. He expatia- 
ted, in a tone too low to be heard in the gallery, on 
the inconsistency of this course. 


|A discussion of a sharp and personal character 


ensued between Mr. Hannecan and Mr. Nixes, 
which was settled amicably.] 

Mr. FOOTE then addressed the Senate at much 
length, remarking severely on the course of the 
Senator from Connecticut, and the Senator from 


E. 


_ What he had said on the subject | 
of the recognition of Mr. Sierra had been misap- || 


But he did not see how it changed the aspect | 








ee 
South Carolina, [Mr. Catnovn,] against wh 
he charged desertion of the Democratic patty Ha 
reviewed the course of the Whigs in the war t 
1812, eulogized the stand taken by the Rees 
from South Carolina in favor of that war, jy, an 
gued, that from the subsequent conduc 
Senator, the Democratic party had no 
withdrawn its confidence from him. 

When Mr. FOOTE had concluded, 

Mr. HOUSTON rose and complimented the 
Senate on the universal sentiment which seemed 
to prevail in favor of peace. It appeared that they 
were all for peace. The next thing was an armis. 
tice. He would therefore move that the Sena 
go into secret session. 

A motion was, however, made to adjourn; which 
was decided in the affirmative. 

The farther consideration of the bill was they 
postponed until to-morrow, and 

The Senate adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, May 18, 1848. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved, 
Mr. DUER asked leave to offer the followine 


resolution: . 


Resolved, That the Committee on Publie Lands be jp. 
structed to inquire into the expediency of setting apart a 
portion of the public lands for the exclusive use and posses 
sion of free black persons, on the following terms and con 
ditions: 

1. That every free black male person above the age of 
twenty-one years, removing to and making his residence jy 
such territory, shall be entitled to occupy and cultivate — 
acres of the public lands situated therein, and, after so oc 
cupying and improving the same for —— vears, shall be fur- 
ther entitled to receive a grant of the same, free of all cost 
or charge whatsoever. 

2. That no sale of land within such territory be made by 
the Government, or be permitted to be made by individuals, 
to white persons. 

3. That portions of said lands be set apart for the purposes 
of education. 

4. That such territory be separately organized, and gov- 


| erned under the authority of Congress. 


5. That when the inhabitants of said territory shall amount 
to —-—— thousands, they be invested with such powers of 
self-government as are usually granted to the Territories of 
the United States. 

Objection being made, the resolution was not 
received. 

On motion of Mr. BINGHAM, leave was grant- 
ed the administrator of John Johnson, deceased, 
to withdraw papers pertaining to the claim of said 
Johnson. 


On motion of Mr. CABELL, leave was granted 
for the withdrawal of the papers in the case of J. 
M. Bates. 

On motion of Mr. CABELL, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of declaring the town of 
Miami, in the county of Dade, State of Florida, a port of 
entry and delivery; and that they report by bill or other- 
Wise. 

On motion of Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union was discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the bill supplemental to an act to confirm 
the survey and location of claims for lands in the 
State of Mississippi, east of Pearl river, and south 
of the 31st degree of north latitude, approved 
March 3, 1845, and it was committed to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. ABBOTT presented resolutions of the Le- 
gislature of Massachusetts, and also a memorial 
of the same Legislature, favorable to the reduction 
of the rates of postage. Referred to the Commit- 


| tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


On motion of Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, leave 
was given to Lieutenant M. Thomas to withdraw 
the papers relating to his claim against the Gov- 
ernment. 

On motion of Mr. MARVIN, leave was given 
to Daniel G. Garnsey to withdraw his petition. 


On motion of Mr. FRENCH, 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing a post route from the Poplar Plains, in Fleming coun- 
ty, Kentucky, via Plummer’s Mills, on Fox’s creek, John’s 
Mills, in Triplett, Triplett’s Post Office, and upCharity creek, 
to West Liberty, in Morgan county, in the same State. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing a post route from Thomas J. Dobbin’s store, in Mont- 
gomery county, Kentucky, to the mouth of Aaron’s Run, in 
the same county. 


On motion of Mr. WHITE, the bill to amend 
the act making appropriations for the naval service 


\' for the year ending the 30th June, 1848, approved 
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March 3, 1847, was recommitted to the Committee 
‘yy Naval Affairs. - 

Mr. KING, of Georgia, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, to which were referred Senate bills 
> the relief of the forward officers of the late Ex- 
oloring Expedition, and for the relief of Thomas 
pownell, reported the same back to the House 
yithout amendment. Committed. 

Mr. ADAMS, from the Committee on Engra- 
ving, to Which was recommitted the subject of 
.poraving the maps of the route of a proposed line 
\f mail steamers between Monterey or San Fran- 
-jsco, in California, to Canton and Shanghae, in 
China, touching at the Sandwich Islands, to ac- 
company a report on the subject, reported the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

“Resolved, That one copy of the chart accompanying said 
port be engraved for each number thereof ordered by the 
Hous to be printed. 


Mr. KAUFMAN presented resolutions of the 
Legislature of ‘Texas in relation to the ** proviso,” 
slavery, the tariff, and the war with Mexico; and 
aiso in relation to the Texas volunteers called out 
) 1846. They were ordered to be printed, and 
the latter one was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. HILLIARD, the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs was discharged from the peti- 
yon of ciuzens of Erie and Huron counties, Ohio, 
esking that the territory acquired from Mexico be 
set apart for occupation by free negroes; and it was 
laid on the table. 

Mr. STRONG, from the Committee on Revo- || 
lutionary Pensions, made adverse reports on the 
petluons of Oliver King, Eunice Clark, Caty Burn- 
ham, and Elizabeth K. Brunot. Laid on the table. 

Also, from the same committee, reported a bill 
for the relief of Mary Pike. Read and committed. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred a resolution of the House in relation to 
the delay of business in the Pension Office, made 
a report, which was laid on the table. ; 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported bills for the relief of Sarah 
Wood; for the relief of Henry Miller; granting a 
pension to Gideon A, Perry; which bills were sev- 
erally read and committed. 

Mr. VENABLE, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Fielding G. Brown. 
ead and committed. 

Mr. ECKERT, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Jos. Taylor. Read 
and committed. 

Also, adverse reports on the petitions of Benja- 
min HoYand, Abner Long, and Charles Taylor. 
Laid on the table. 

Mr. W.'T. LAWRENCE, from the same com- 
mittee, made adverse reports on the petitions of 
Ephraim Spoor and Robert Milligan. Laid on the 
table. 

Also, from the same committee, reported bills 
for the relief of Mary W. Thompson and John 
Haup. Read and committed. 

Also,a bill for the relief of William Tee; which 
was read twice and ordered to be engrossed; and, 
being engrossed, was read a third time, passed, and | 
sent to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. HENLEY, from the Committee on Patents, | 
reported a bill to provide for applications for the 
renewal of patent rights in certain cases, 

The bill was read twice and ordered to be en- 
grossed; and, being engrossed, was read a third 
lume, passed, and sent to the Senate for concur- 
rence, 

On motion of Mr. FARRELLY, the Commit- 
tee on Patents was discharged from the petition of | 
Calvin Emmons; and it was laid on the table. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Delaware, from the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds, made a 
report on the plans of R, E. Monaghan and of 
Stephen Bowerman for takiag the yeas and nays. | 
Laid on the table. 


On motion of Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL, the || 


Committee on Rules were discharged from the | 
further consideration of the resolution in relation 


to allowing a member not more than ten minutes || 


‘o make a personal explanation; and it was laid 
on the table. 


Mr. McILVAINE, from the Committee on In- || 
dian Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of the || 


Cherokee Indians in North Carolina. Read and , 
committed. 


Mr. McKAY asked the House to proceed to | 


consider the joint resolution defining the reports to || the origin of that war, and he was triumphantly I} power by the President was an assumption of its 
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be annually made to Congress by the heads of the 
several Executive departments, and requiring the 
same to be prepared immediately after the close of 
each fiscal year and forthwith communicated for 
publication, Objected to. 

SENATE BILLS ON THE SPEAKER'S TABLE. 

Senate bills of the following titles lying on the 
Speaker’s table, were taken up, read twice, and 
referred to appropriate committees: 

A bill authorizing the payment of a sum of mo- 
ney to Robert Purkis. 

A bill to authorize the relinquishment of the 16th 
section in certain cases, and the selection of other 
lands in lieu thereof. 

A bill to authorize notaries public to take and 
certify oaths, affirmations, and acknowledgments 
in certain cases. 

A bill renewing certain naval pensions for the 
term of five years, and extending the benefits of 
existing laws respecting naval pensions to engi- 
neers, firemen, and coal-heavers in the navy, aud 
to their widows. 

A bill authorizing the Secretary of War to sur- 
render certain bonds of the State of Indiana, held 


| by the United States, to the agent of the State for 


the said State of Indiana. 

The resolution reported some days since by the 
Committee on Printing, to print 1,000 copies extra 
of the report of the Committee of Claims, in rela- 
tion to the establishment of a board of commis- 
sioners for the examination and adjustment of 
claims against the United States, was taken up, 
read, considered, and agreed to by the House. 

The House then proceeded to consider the joint 
resolution defining the reports to be annually made 
to Congress by the heads of the several Executive 
departinents, and requiring the same to be pre- 
pared immediately after the close of each fiscal 


| year, and forthwith communicated for publication, 


Several amendments were made to the resolu- 


| tion; but, before it was read entirely through, it 
| was, on motion of Mr. WHITE, reterred to the 


Committee of Ways and Means. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATIONS, ETC. 
The House then resolved itself into Committee 


| of the Whole on the state of the Union on the bill 


making appropriations for the service of the Post 
Office Department, for the year ending June 30, 
1848, (Mr. Kine, of Massachusetts, in the chair.) 

Mr. COCKE, who had the floor from yester- 
day, rose and said he was aware that the remarks 
which he proposed to make to the committee were 
not strictly in order, but they would not be incon- 
sistent with custom; for it was usual, when the 
House was in Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, for gentlemen to indulge in a 
wide latitude in the discussion of any question 
that might be under consideration. ‘This was his 
| apology for the train of argument in which he 
should indulge this morning. 

It was not his purpose to discuss at large the 
origin of the war with Mexico in which the coun- 
try was engaged. He was fully sensible that he 
could not furnish to the committee any new views 
on that subject; for it had been thoroughly exam- 
ined and ably discussed by others, and long ere 
this every member of this House and the people of 
the country had formed an opinion upon that great 
question. He should not, then, for it was unne- 
cessary, detain the committee with a discussion of 


ico. His purpose was to discuss some other ques- 
tions intimately connected with the policy which 


term of service. 

At an early period of this session an amend- 
| ment was submitted to a resolution, by the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, [Mr. Asumun,] which 
declared ‘that this war was unnecessarily and un- 
constitutionally commenced by the President of the: 
United States,’’ and for that amendment he gave 
his vote. He was then governed by the convic- 
tions of his best judgment and a sénse of public 
duty; and, after mature consideration and deep 
reflection, he was enabled to say that he had never, 
in the whole course of his life, been more fully con- 
vinced of the truth of any sentiment than he now 
was of the truth of the averment of that amend- 
ment. It was to him no new proposition; for in 
the last canvass, before the people of his own dis- 
trict, on every occasion when an opportunity pre- 
sented itself, he took the same ground respecting 


the origin, rise, and progress of the war with Mex- | 


the present Administration had pursued during its | 


| 
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sustained by the people. In short, in giving the 
vote to which he had referred, he was representing 
truly the feelings and sentiments of the people of 
the second Congressional district of Tennessee, 
which he had the honor to represent. 

He desired also to allude for a moment to a vote 
which he gave during the last session of Congress 
onan amendment submitted by his honorable friend 
from Kentucky [Mr. Boyp] to the preamble of the 
bill that was passed during that Congress, which 
declared that the war was commenced by the act 
of Mexico. He voted for that amendment; but, as 
had been said by the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina, (Mr. Ruert,] in an early debate inthis House 
on the subject, he did not consider the preamble a 
partof the bill. In this view many other gentle- 
men participated who voted on opposite sides on 
the same question, The gentleman from Kentucky, 
[Mr. Boyp,] in Committee of the Whole, proposed 
to strike out the first section of the original bill, 
which was highly improper, because it fixed no 
limit as to the force to be called into service; it 
fixed no limit as to the length of service; nor did it 
make an appropriation of a single dollar. The 
amendment did. It placed at the disposal of the 
President ten millions of dollars, authorized him 
to call into service fifty thousand volunteers, and 
likewise limited the time of their service. But 
beceuse it contained the preamble, while in com- 
mittee he voted againstit, hoping, if it was rejected, 
that a suitable amendment would be offered and 
adopted, But the amendment was adopted by the 
committee, and reported to the House. ‘The criti- 
cal condition of General Taylor and his army on 
the Rio Grande admitted of no delay, and he voted 
for the amendment because he considered it less 
objectionable than the original section in the bill, 
protesting at the same time that the preamble was 
not true, and that it had no necessary connection 
with the bill. Many of his Democratic friends on 
the other side of the House voted against that 
amendment, and afterwards for the bill in which 
it was incorporated, but did not consider that they 
were voting for the preamble, which they con- 
tended was no part of the bill. And that was the 
light in which he (Mr. C.) considered it. He did 
not believe that the inception or the beginning of 
the war was the act of Mexico, although it had 
been contended by many that we had had, for sev- 
eral years, ample cause of war against her. On 
the contrary, he firmly believed that the first act of 
war was committed by the President of the United 
States. The President assumed the power to order 
the army into a territory that was disputed, and in 
the possession of Mexico. It was a question 
which had been pending between this Government 
and the Government of Mexico from the time 
‘Texas was admitted into this Union. In the res - 
lutions by which ‘Texas was received into this cor - 
federacy the point was reserved to this Goverr- 
ment, and not to the President, who had no right 
to determine a question of boundary, which was 
then the subject of negotiation, or at least was 
open to negotiation, After Texas was annexed 

to the United States, and became a part of the 
Union, he was willing to regard her as a sister 
State in this confederacy, and to extend to her that 
protection which this Government was bound to 
afford to every other State of this Union; and every 
citizen of Texas who had emigrated thither, and 
felled the timber of its forests, and tilled its soil, 
'and erected the log huts that studded its surface, 
had an equal claim on this Government for pro- 
tection with any other citizen of even the oldest 
States. But it became an important question for 
consideration at what point they were to find the 
unquestioned frontier of Texas, 

Mr. Donelson, in a communication written by 
him on this subject, pointed out Corpus Christi as 
a place that might with propriety be occupied by 
General Taylor, and asa place which presented 
conveniences for the furnishing of supplies to our 
troops. General Taylor did go to Corpus Christi, 
and there remained for twelve months in peace and 
quiet; and not until the President assumed the 
power to order the advance march into disputed 
territory was the peace broken. Peace then ex- 

| isted between the two Republics; and in whom 
was the power vested by the Constitution to change 
the relations of the two countries from peace to 
war? Certainly not in the Executive department 
_of this Government. The power was vested ex- 
clusively in Congress, and the exercise of such 
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rights and powers and duties. 
the disputed territory, while Mexico was In pos- 
session of it, was an act of war; it was an act of 
war committed by the President of the United 
States, while the Constitution clearly and unequiv- 
ocally vested that power in Congress. The Pres- 
ident had no right to do it; and hence the order of 
the 13th January, 1846, directing General Taylor 
to march his troops and take a position on the left 
bank of the Rio Grande, was an act of war, and 
an unnecessary and unconstitutional act, by which 
ail the horrors of war had been made familiar to 
the two Republics. 

He was aware it had been urged that the Presi- 
dent hud sent to Mexico a messenver of peace in 
the person of Mr. Slide ll; but if all the instructions 
given to Mr. Slidell were made known, he felt sat- 
isfied that it would appear that even the President 
did not then revard the Rio Grande as the western 
boundary of ‘Texas. It became all-important, 
therefore, to the Administration that those instruc- 
tions should be withheld from the people. Give 
to them publicity, and the arguments of the friends 
of the present Executive would be at once over- 
thrown, and their lips would forever be sealed on 
this question, It was, therefore, the interest of 
that party not to communicate them, The gentle- 
man from Tilinow [Mr. Turner] had told them that 
if these instructions were communicated they would 
ive important information to the enemy. His lan- 
uage was as follows: 


“it will be apparent that sound policy required, that 
wile negotiations for peace were pending, those instructions 
should not be made public, for itis well known that what 
ever is published to this House soon finds its way into Mexi- 
eo; and ifthe taportanee the President attaches to the pur- 
chase of the bay of San Francisco should be made known to 
Mexico, it would induce them to hold out for the most ex 
orbitant terms.’’ 


Now, although those instructions had not been 
communicated to this House, they had somehow 
found their way into the newspapers, and the gen- 
tlheman from Hlinois had shown an intimate ac- 
quaintance with their contents. Their unofficial 
publication perhaps might attach to them some 
distrust; but had not the gentleman from Illinois, 
in daring, as a member of the President’s party, 
to make such disclosures thus authoritatively, ex- 
posed himself to the charge of affording ‘aid and 
comfort to the enemy?” However that might be, 
the disclosures had clearly shown that Mr. Sli- 
dell’s mission was not so much to restore friendly 
relations between the two Republics as to acquire 
New Mexico and California, It was apparent 
that he was sent out to promote another scheme of 
annexation which the President then had in con- 
templation. But, besides that scheme, what were 
Mr. Shdell’s instructions? Why, to obtain the 
Rio Grande ws the boundary, from its mouth to 
its source, including New Mexico, for which he 
was authorized to offer five millions of dollars. 
And for the acquisition of California, including 
Monterey, he was authorized to offer twenty-five 
millions of dollars; and, on the completion of either 
bargain, this Government would undertake to set- 
tle with our ciuzens who have claims for spolia- 
tions on Mexico. 

Well, it was understood that a treaty had been 
ratified on the part of our Government, though he 
would not undertake to say positively what were 
ts terms, as they were not officially made known. 
Its provisions, nevertheless, were said to have 
crept into the newspapers; and, as he had not seen 
them contradicted, he presumed some reliance 
might be placed on them. They must not, how- 
ever, forget that the President’s object, from 
which he had proclaimed he would not swerve, 
was “indemnity for the past and security for the 
fucure.”? This was echoed from the President by 
the * Union,”* his organ, and it had become the 
burden of the song of Democracy throughout the 
land. 

“Indemnity for the past and security for the 
future!’ Why, as he had shown, Mr. Slidell 
was instructed to offer twenty-five millions of dol- 
lars for certain acquisitions and a boundary, in the 
first instance; and our own Government, if reports 
were true, had agreed to pay upwards of twenty 
millions of dollars, by a treaty, which would secure 
to us the territory which Mr. Slidell was instructed 
to purchase for twenty-five millions. What, then, 
became of ‘* indemnity for the past and security 
for the future???’ Was nothing meant by that as- 
rertion of a determination on the part of the Pres- 
ident; or was it merely used to hoodwink the 


The occupation of | 


people? How could the President escape from 
the charge of insincerity? What said the Presi- 
dent, in his last annual message, on this subject, 
° x 

for he desired to give the President the benefit of 
his own statement? On page eight he says: 

“The doctrine of no territory is the doctrine of no in- 
demnity; and, if sanctioned, would be a public acknowl- 
edgment that our country was wrong, and that the war 
declared by Congress with extraordinary unanimity was un- 
Just, and should be abandoned—an admission unfounded in 
tact, and degrading to the national character.’ 

And again, on page 14, he says: 

“Tn my annual message to Cougress, in December last, I 
declared that ‘the war has not been waged with a view to 
conquest; but, having been commenced by Mexico, it has 
been carned into the enemy’s country, and will be vigorous- 
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ly prosecuted there, with a view to obtain an honorable | 
peace, and thereby secure ample indemnity for the expenses | 


of the war, as well as to our much injured citizens, who 
hold large pecuniary demands against Mexico.? Such, in 
my judzment, continues to be our true policy; indeed the 
only policy which will probably secure a permanent peace.” 

And, on page 14, he again says: 

* We demand an honorable peace, and that peace must 
bring with it indcmuity for the past and security for the 
future.” 

Such were the professions of the President. 
«Indemnity for the past and security for the future”’ 
was his determination, end no treaty that did not 
contain these provisions, he told them emphatical- 
ly, would meet his sanction and approval; and yet 
he had adopted a treaty made by an unauthorized 
agent with Mexico, securing to us New Mexico 
and California on the payment of twenty millions 
of dollars—a sum much greater than the whole of 
that territory was worth; and, in addition to that, 
we were to assume the debts due to private citizens 
for spoliations. Where, then, he again asked, was 
this vaunted * indemnity for the past and security 
for the future ?”? Where was the indemnity for the 
expenses of the war? And, he might well ask, 
what were the expenses of the war? Did the com- 
mittee know what this war was to cost us? For 
two long years we had been engaged in a war, and 
what was to be its cost?) Was it intended to esti- 


mate New Mexico and California as equal in value | 


to the expenses of that war, together with the 
twenty millions that we were to pay for those ter- 
ritories? Was that the purpose of this Adminis- 
tration? Again he asked, what were the expenses 
of this war?) What were the appropriations which 
Congress had made for its prosecution? He had 
undertaken to make a calculation of these expenses, 
and he found that Congress had appropriated al- 
ready, including the twenty millions which was to 
Le paid under the treaty and an estimate of the pub- 
lic lands which were to be given to the soldiers who 
had served in Mexico, the sum of $105,751,301 56. 
This sum was exclusive of the expenses of the sev- 
eral States in furnishing necessary supplies to the 
troops before they were mustered into service, and 
the amount that would be requisite to bring the 
troops home. And beyond all this, there was the 
large amount to be paid: to our gallant soldiers and 
their widows, in the way of pensions. Such was 
a rough estimate of the expenses of this war; and 
did they seriously propose to value New Mexico 
and California at that amount?) Why, if the war 
were wound up to-day, the cost of it would not be 
less than two hundred millions of dollars—not a 
cent less. 
of territory at two hundred millions of dollars? 
He could not believe that such an idea was enter- 
tained in any quarter. 

But again: if Mexico owed our citizens five mil- 
lions of dollars, and she was to be held responsible 
for the expenses of the war, as the President as- 
sured them she should be, why should we pay to 
her fifteen millions of dollars? Why should one 
cent be paid to her? 
were to acquire, was not worth one-tenth of the 


And would they value this acquisition | 


This territory, which we | 


amount which the war had cost us, and yet we. 


were to obtain * indemnity for the past and secu- 
rity for the future,” by paying to her fifteen mil- 
lions of dollars. Oh! it was all a humbug, and a 
gross attempt to delude the honest people of this 
country, who had too long confided in this Adrnin- 
istration. 
since with an illustration given by the gentleman 
from Indiana [Mr. Emsree] of the amount of the 
cost of this expensive war. ‘The idea wasa familiar 
and a happy one, and it was calculated to strike the 
minds of the people with great force. It brought 
the subject before them in a manner by which it 
could be understood. He (Mr. C.) had had oc- 


He was very much pleased a few days | 


casion to follow out that gentleman’s train of | ! é 
‘| thought, and he had submitted to the same illus- || them of ‘indemnity for the past and security for 


tration the larger amount which we have now ~, 
pended. ‘The gentleman from Indiana (Mr. FE 
BREE] estimated the expenses of the war by A 
loads, and he allowed 35 ewt. to a team, and t} te 
was a good load, in his (Mr. C.’s) judgment, tho ‘h 
there might be a few teams in Pennsylvania lant 
toa greater load. Assuming, however, that ca. 
culation, and taking the amount of our expend 
tures at $105,000,000, we had 1,857 wagon Inade 
of silver dollars. And how far did they caley! = 
those teams would reach? Why, when movine io 
a direct line, they would extend more than eanin. 
one miles, even when following close upon each 
other. But that was notall. To the sum Which 
he had stated as the amount of our expenditures 
must be added the interest on the debt which had 
been incurred. And how much would that anon, 
to? Why, to over six millions annually, 
Mr. STEPHENS. Which is to go to Europe 
Mr. COCKE. Yes, as has been suggested hy 
the gentleman from Georgia, which is to eo 15 
Europe. Now, apply the mode of illustration of 
the gentleman from Indiana to this annual interes 
| and they would see 112 wagon loads of silver do}. 
lars, extending a mile and a quarter in length 
bearing over six millions of dollars a year to one 
seacoast, to be shipped to foreign lands, for the 
benefit of men of other nations; and yet, oh shame. 
less hypocrisy! the President was obtaining for 
ue * iademaliy for the past and security for the 
future!”’ 
This, however, was only the money considera. 
tion; and if that were all, gladly, oh, how gladly, 
would he be willing to ingulf it in the ocean, and 
bury it forever from human remembrance!“ [p. 
demnity for the past!”? What indemnity would 
they give to those sonless mothers who had been 
bereft of the comfort of their age in this desolating 
war? What “indemnity”? had they to offer to 
console the sorrows of widowhood? Were the 
lives of sons and husbands estimated as nothing? 
Were they of no account? Was the cost of this 
war merely a cost of dollars and cents? Were 
they alive to no other than mercenary considera. 
tions? Was the host of gallant spirits lost in this 
war, to sink beneath the value of dross? If the 
mighty host of brave men who had fallen in this 
strife of arms could be restored to their friends and 
their country; if this country could be restored to 
its condition at the period when this war began, 
he would forget that we had sacrificed millions of 
wealth in the conflict. He had belore him an esti- 
mate of the number of men lost in this war, in a 
report from the Adjutant General, in compliance 
with a resolution of this House. This report ex- 
hibited the number of deaths according to the last 
returns, specifying those killed in battle and those 
who died of their wounds, together with those who 
_ had died in consequence of diseases to which the ser- 
vice had subjected them. And what did the com- 
_mittee think the loss of the country amounted to 
in human lives? Why, 7,907 gallant spirits had 
fallen in battle or died of their wounds. 
Mr. STEPHENS. And how many have died 
of disease incidental to the service in the hospitals? 
Mr. COCKE. Yes, how many have silently 
passed away, where death stalks abroad like 
‘¢ destruction that wasteth at noonday,’’ who can 
tell? Of those discharged from the service for dis- 
ability, this report shows there were 6,558; but 
how many of those died on their way to their 
homes after their discharge, no statement could be 
made. At least one-third had doubtless died of 
| diseases contracted in the service, and the total 
| sacrifice of lives in battle and by disease could not 
fall short of fifteen thousand. And, to all this, add 
those mangled frames that had succeeded in reach- 
ing their homes, as melancholy monuments daily 
to remind us of the horrid carnage and destruction 
and desolation that were consequent on wars! 
They could not pass through the streets even now 
without meeting the remnants of men whose limbs 
had been torn from their bodies. : 
But look again at the disastrous effects of this 
war over the whole country, and not alone on the 
brave soldiers who had fought our battles. Behold 
the widows and orphans that had been left hus- 
bandless and fatherless. How were they going 
to * indemnify”? them for the past, and give them 
‘* security’’ for the future? Go to the country, visit 
their mountain homes, hunt out the widows and 
orphans, enter the hovels of sorrow and misfor- 
tune, witness their desolation, and then talk to 
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the future.’ What indemnity would restore a 
husband to the widow, and a father to the father- 
On whom were they to lean, now that their 
y stay and support was gone? Oh! go to 
them In their wretchedness and talk to them of 
“indemnity,” and their tears would fall like burn- 
ing curses upon your garments. dravely did our 
coldiers bear aloft the banner of our country in 
Mexico. Wherever danger was present they were 
ready to rally. On every battle field of Mexico 
how much of the best blood of our land had been 
poured out as an evidence of their devotion to 
their country. How sanguinary soever the con- 
fict might be, they followed wherever they were 
called upon to go; and the best and noblest spirits 
of which this country could boast, have been of- 
fered up on the altar of their country, and yet the 
place of their burial is forgotten and unknown. 
But the lithe streams that burst fresh from the 
Lloody heights of Cerro Gordo, trickling on their 
winding way to the ocean, murmur the requiem 
of the gallant dead, while the dreary valley of 
Mexico— 


less! 


earth! 


« Waves above them her green leaves, 
Dewy with Nature’s teardrops * * * 

Grieving, if aught inanimate e’er grieves, 
Over the unreturning brave.”’ 


To this whole country the President of the Uni- | 


ted States was answerable for bringing on this 
calamitous war, and the people would hold him, 
and the party that sustained him, to a strict ac- 
count. 

But to proceed: Will the treaty be ratified by 
both Governments who are parties to it? There 
were many who thought it would not be ratified; 
and why was it so? There were reasons sufficient 


to justify the apprehension that it would not be | 
The course pursued by this | 


ratified by Mexico. 
Administration towards our generals in Mexico, 
would doubtless have its influence in producing 
such a result. What had it done? Why, the 
negotiator of the treaty had been ordered under 
arrest, and to be sent out of the country in the face 


ofthe enemy. And, in addition, the gallant Scott, | 


who had been invincible in every hard-fought field, 
and whose name filled the enemy with despair and 
despondency, had been stricken down in his glory, 
while the laurel wreath of victory encircled his 
brow, and, in the face of the enemy, he had been 
ordered home in apparent disgrace. And could it 
besupposed that this attempt to disgrace the old sol- 
dier would have no influence on Mexico? Strange, 
indeed, it would be if it had not. And why had 
this been done? Because he had dared to execute 
an old army order which had been revived by the 
War Department for a special purpose; that pur- 
pose being to insult and degrade another victorious 


soldier (General Taylor) for writing a confidential | 
letter to an old, intimate, and gallant friend—Gen- || 


eral Gaines. For that, General Taylor was insult- 
ingly censured by the Secretary of War, and this 
old order was revived to punish him, if he should 
again venture upon its violation. 
tng that order, which he had been commanded to 
execute, General Scott had been suspended from 
his command and ordered home. This Adminis- 
trauon had a fearful account to render to the Amer- 
ican people for such conduct. 

In the course of some three or four days there 
would be a convention held at Baltimore. A Demo- 
cratic convention assembled there four years ago, 
and gave to this Union its present Executive; and 
the convention to sit next week was to select their 
candidate for that office for the next term of four 


years. In anticipation of that event, he had been | 


anxiously looking for something from his colleagues 
on the other side of the House in defence of this 
Administration, that the claims of the present occu- 
pant of the Presidential chair might go before that 
convenuon., But they had manifested a studied 
silence; they had had nothing to say on that sub- 
Ject. He had been exceedingly solicitous to hear 
them say something respecting the next Presi- 
dency, and the claims of their favorite candidate. 
Asa Tennesseean, who had a proper regard for 
the credit of his State, as his colleagues refused to 
Say anything, and declined to present the claims 
of the President, he would consider himself as 
Counsel assigned by the balance of the delegation 
'0 present those claims, and endeavor to secure for 
iim due consideration from that body; and, if he 
Succeeded in nothing else, he hoped he should suc- 
ceed in obtaining for the aes fair trial. 


THE 


colleague were in great difficulty about the selec- 
tion of a candidate for themselves, they had better 
iry the President as their candidate. 

Mr. COCKE was surprised to hear that the 
party of his colleague (Mr. G. W. Jones] were 
ready to throw him overboard. 

Mr. JONES said, whoever they did throw over- 
board generally went to his colleague's party, and 
by it were promoted. 

Mr. COCKE said, the accessions to the ranks 
of his party from those of his colleasue’s were not 
those who had been thrown overboard, but those 
who had left them in disgust. You never throw 
any overboard, no matter how much they sin. 
You have none to spare. 

His time, however, was rapidly passing away, 
and he must proceed with his advocacy,as assigned 
counsel of the present Executive, whom he was 
presenting to the nation, and particularly to the 
Baltimore Convention, which was to meet next 
Monday to nominate a candidate for the Presi- 
dency. He wished it to be distinctly understood 


that he was presenting the claims of a Tennesseean | 
for the next Presidency. And he wished to give | 


| some reasons why those claims should be highly 
| estimated. But four years ago, the candidate that 
| he presented to them was the Samson of their 
party; he was deemed the strongest man; and who 
to-day had shurn him of his strength? 
not strength enough to stand before the Balumore 
Convention? Had he not one solitary friend left 
| to present his name? Singular, indeed, in its con- 


| Struction, must that Convention be, if it could not | 


| furnish one friend to sustain him who but four 
years ago was their Samson. 


| He was not sure that the Baltimore Convention | 


could nominate anybody; for it would be a het- 
erogeneous assemblage. It would consist of Wil- 


| mot-proviso men and anti-Wilmot-proviso men, | 
| of Old Hunkers and Barnburners, of fifty-four- | 
| forty men and those who only went to forty-nine, | 
of tariff men and anti-tariff men, internal-improve- | 
/ment men and anti-internal-improvement men, | 


| spoilers and anti-spoilers, warriors and anti-war- 


| riors, indemnifiers, and no-indemnifiers, and a va- | 


riety of other hues and colors too tedious to men- 
| tion. And how was all this heterogeneous mass 
| to harmonize, except by taking the ‘ model?’’ 
| Why, not to renominate the present Executive 
, would be a violation of party usage. Hitherto, 
| every Democratic President had been renominated, 
| and why should the present be an exception?*'l'o 
be sure, it had been asserted that he had expressed 
| a desire to retire at the close of his present term; 
but he had asserted that he would have fifty-four 
forty, and then took forty-nine; and, as a friend 
near him said, that meant nothing. He repeated, 
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the nomination, and perhaps an exhibition of these 
facts might have some influence on the approach- 
ing Balumore Convention. He wished the House 
to remember he was only acting as assigned coun- 
sel, believing that if he (Mr. C.) did not under- 
take the case, the President would be entirely over- 
looked, 

He had looked over the list of the delegates to 
the last Balumore Convention, and to show to the 
House and to the country how the President had 
rewarded his friends and their connections, he 
begged their attention to the document which he 
had prepared. It was as follows: 


Delegates to the Baltimore Democratic Convention in May, 
In44, uho have heen rewarded by Mr. Polk, and the amount 
of the public money which each hus received or wil receive 
during his administration. 

Robert J. Walker, Secretary of the Treasury. .... 824,000 00 

George Bancrott, Secretary of the Navy..§12.00) 

Do. as Minister to Gr. Britain 31,500 
—— 43.500 00 
24,00) 00 


~ — 


—_ = — = —_—— 


Cave Johnson, Postmaster General 
Nathan Clifford, Attorney General 








Do, Comunissioner to Mexico, .2 

——— 25,850 00 

Ralph J. Ingersoll, Minister to Russia...... 31,500 

Son of the Minister as Secretary of Lega 

i neicane weness coun CN 0GH Cee owaeeEOS 4.00 
——— 35,500 00 
Romulus M. Saunders, Minister to Spain........ 40,0700 
George W. Hopkins, Chargé to Portugal. ........ 14,025 10 
Andrew J. Donelson, Minister to Prussia........ 49,500 00 
John W. Davis, Commissioner to China......... 6.000 00 
Benujamin G. Shields, Chargé to Venezuela....... 18.000 00 
}) Henry Hubbard, Subtreasurer at Boston......... 6,500 00 


|| Mareus Morton, Colleetor of the Customs, Boston 25,600 00 
Phineas Alien, reappointed Postmaster at Pitts 
| ele DUOG NGI: 5 ese ctdcntaeneedesiede 
|| C. G. Greene, Public Printer, Boston, salary un- 
| known. 

|| R. Rantoul, jr., Distriet Attorney for Massachu- 


4,039 48 


PC AR e eres OO heeoee ChOeE TSE SOORC Eee eECESSCeS 16,000 00 
Isaac H. Wright, appointed Navy Agent, and re- 
jected by the Senate. 
H. K. Smith, Postmaster at Buffalo, N. ¥ 
Benjamin F. Butler, U. 8. District Attorney for 
the Southern District of New VYork............ 
John L. Dawson, U.S. District Attorney for the 
Western District of Pennsylvama, salary un- 
| Known. 
|| Daniel 8. Bizer, Inspector of Customs, Baltimore 
Gabricl Holmes, Di-triet Attorney for North Car- 
olina, salary unknown, 
W. T. Colquitt, son Paymaster in the Army...... 
D. B. Turner, Postmaster at Huntsville, Alabama 
| Charles A. Bradford, Surveyor General, Jackson, 


6,847 84 


24,000 00 


4,038 00 


3,00 00 
4,096 16 


| Mis-issippi........ hj th innide Cacneneadnewnes 4,00) 00 
| George R. Fall, Publie Printer, Mississippi, salary 
unknown. 
| Samucl H. Laughlin, Recorder Land Office...... 8,000 00 
|| Gideon J. Pillow, Brigadier and Major General... 7,470 00 
|| G. A. Caldwell, Major in the Army..........006. 3,d°4 00 
| Johan W. Tibbatts, Colonel in the Army....... eo 4,32 00 


Samuel Medary, Postinaster, Columbus, Ohio. ... 

‘Thomas H. Bartley, U. 8. District Attorney for 
Olio, swlary unknown. 

|| W. D. Morgan, Secretary of Legation to Brazil... 

}| John S. Simonson, Captain of Dragoons......... 

1] 


6,128 40 





8.009 00 
2,00) 00 
4,000 00 


lJ.c.s ceiver at Shawnectown, Hlinois. .. 
then, that it would be a violation of party usage || a loo, Receiver at Shawnectowa, Iinois 
7 il 


: iiiam Walters, Public Printer, Springfield, Il- 
to deny to him the renomination, for it had been |) jinois, salary unknown. 
hitherto invariably done. It was given to General || A. H. Sevier, Commissioner to Mexico,..... 


. | y , FA ‘ > > 
| Jackson, and to Mr. Van Buren it was given twice, || W- F. Ritchie, Public Printer... .... 


cee 22,500 00 
5,000 00 


But, for execu- | 


\| and proposed to be given a third time, and would 
| have been given by a majority. 

| If the present Executive was their strongest 
|| man four years ago, why was he not so no 
|} What issue had arisen to blight his prospects? 

| he should not be renominated, it would be a tacit 
admission by his own party that they were afraid 
‘| to go to the people on the war and other issues 


|| which grew out of it, and be considered by the 
|| country as a virtual condemnation of his Admin- 
| istration by the Democracy in convention assem- 
| bled. if his time was not so nearly exhausted, he 
', would call their attention to other considerations; 
|, he could not, however, abstain from reading an 
extract from a recent article by Mr. Ritchie, the 
| editor of the Executive organ, the Union. That 
| gentleman said: 
|| s¢Never since this Government was established has any 
| Administration been truer than the present to the principles 
| and the pledges on whieh it came into power. Whatever 
|| may be said of it hereafter, either by frend or foe, this its 
|| great praise, of absolute fidelity to the recorded principles of 
|| the party that made it, can neither be gainsaid nor denied.” 
| Truer to the principles and pledges on which it 
‘| came into power! What were those “ principles 
‘and pledges?’’ Spoils. A most odious and exten- 
| sive system of spoils. And had any Administra- 
tion been truer to those ‘‘ principles’’ than the 
present? The present Executive had done much 
_ for the party, especially for those from whom he 
received his nomination. 





| 
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What had he done for 


| Thomas Ritchie, Editor of the Union and Public 
Printer..... Per TT TTT re 289,478 82 
Benjamin H. Brewster, Cherokee Commissioner, 2,920 U0 


| 
| 
| To be sure, Mr. Ritchie was not in the conven- 
| 
| 


| 
| tion, but he claimed his right to the spoils upon 
| the ground that his son was. The ascertained 
|| sums in this table amounted to the convenient sum 
|| of $742,410 56. Truly, the Administration had 
| been faithful to its friends, and doubtless he would 
'remunerate them again for like services. Well 
| might Mr. Ritchie laud this Administration; for 
| his item proved incontestably how amply he had 
| been rewarded. Let what will be said of Mr. Polk, 
it cannot be denied that he paid well. 

| Mr. COBB, of Georgia, said that was one of the 
| peculiar principles of the Whigs; they always took 


good care of their own friends. 

Mr. COCKE replied that the party of the gen- 
| tleman from Georgia always paid better than his 
| (Mr. C.’s) did, and i: was because that party was 
| less economical of the public money, and more 
|| careful to reward Executive favorites. 
| He had been very anxious to say a word about 
|| General Taylor and the course of the Administra- 
|| tion towards him, but he had not time to do so. 
|| He was extremely anxious to speak of General 
} Taylor’s position, and to show that it was per- 
] fectly consistent with the ground upon which the 
| Whig party had uniformly acted; but he must re- 


|| serve it for some other occasion. 
| He had not time to read; but he must refer to 


, them? He(Mr. C.) had taken the pains to gather |! one litde paragraph from the ‘* Union,’’ in order 


|| materials by which to show the manner in which 
Mr. G. W. JON ES said, as the friends of his || the President had rewarded those who tendered him 


to show how great was the consternation and 
alarm of its venerable editor as soon as General 
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Taylor’s letter of the 22d of April made its appear- 
ance. Here was what he thought of that letter: 


“In a word, we have rarely seen a production so pr rfectly | 


unsatisfactory as a confession of faith.” 

Mr. Ritchie seemed to think there was some 
yrospect of the old General’s nomination by the 
Vhie convention, and the idea filled him with 

horror. It broucht him to his knees. He was 
struck with amazement, and he began to pray: 

“ Would to Heaven, that for his own sake, he had never 
yielded to the solicitations of any of his own countrymen ; 
that he had modestly dectined the honor, from a sense of 
his own inexperience; but that hie had been content to wear 
the military laurels which he had so gloriously won.” 


Afier the production of this letter of the 22d of 


April, the mere mention of the old hero’s name 
filled with horror not only the * Union,’’ but the 
rest of the prints of the like stripe, and their friends 
throurhout the country. ‘Would to Heaven!’ 
Why pray so fervently? Was it because Mr. 
Polk’s editor feared that General Taylor would be 
defeated: Or was tt not rather the apprehension 
for any candidate whom they might select to run 
agaist him? It was from a full conviction, a con- 
sciousness that if he were the nominee of the next 
convention at Philadelphia, a disastrous defeat 
awaited that party. Tlence the old man fell upon 
his knees, and exclaimed, “ Would to Heaven he 
had never yielded to the solicitations of his coun- 
trymen,”’ in reference to accepting the nomina- 
thon-———— 


Here the debate closed, in compliance with the 
order of the House. 

THE POST OFFICE BILL. 

Mr. RITETT moved to amend the item “ For 
transportation of the mails within the United 
States, $2,540,700,"" by reducing the sum to 
$2,495,700, and adding to the end of the item the 
words, “for the transportation of the maill in 
steam-vessels between Charleston and Havana, 
445,000."" 

Mr. KING, of Georgia, moved to amend Mr. 


Rueir’s amendment by adding the following 


thereto: 

* The said steamers to be employed in the conveyance of 
the mail from Charleston to Havana shall stop, going and 
returning, at Savannah, in Georgia, to deliver and receive 
letters, papers, passengers, and freight ; provided there shall 
be no increase of compensation therefor. The said steamers 
shall al-o be commanded by officers of the navy not below 
the grade of Heutenant, and shall receive four midshipmen 
on board as watch officers ; the said oflicers to be accommo- 
dated without charge to the Government.” 

After explanations by Messrs. RHETT and 
KING, and inquiries by Mr. CABELL— 

The question was put on Mr. Kine’s amend- 
ment, and on a division a quorum did not vote. 

The CHAIRMAN directed the roll to be call- 
ed; which being done, the committee rose, anf 
the Chairman reported that the committee having 
found itself without a quorum, the roll had been 
called, 

The names of the absentees were ordered to be 
entered on the Journal. 

A quorum having appeared, the committee re- 
sumed its session, 

The vote was again taken on Mr. Kina’s amend- 
ment by tellers, and there were—ayes 62, noes 58. 

So Mr. Kina’s amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, moved to amend 
Mr. Ruerr’s amendment by reducing the amount 
$1,000 for carrying the mail between Charleston 
and Havana, 

Mr. H. then entered into an explanation in re- 
gard to the contract made by the Postmaster Gen- 
eral for carrying the mail between Charleston and 
Havana. When Mr. H. had concluded, he with- 
drew his amendment. 

Mr. VINTON availed himself of the privilege 
allowed to the gentleman reporting a bill from the 
committee briefly to explain the character and ob- 
ject of the provision relative to contracts for carry- 
ing the mail, the former legislation on the subject, 
and the action of the Postmaster General under it. 


He caused to be read the 6th section of the act of | 


last session, as well as an extract from the annual 


report of the Postmaster General, and one or two || 


recent letters from the same source, from which it 
appeared that the Postmaster General was autho- 
rized to contract for mail transportation from 
Charleston to Chagres, by way of Havana, and 
then across the Isthmus of Panama, to Oreron— 


‘the major portion of the route to be performed in || 


route, but had received no bids except for that part 
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|, between Charleston and Havana; that for this part | 


‘| he had made a conditional contract for $45,000 for 

| twice a month—the condition being the ratification 
of the contract by Congress; that he desired this 

| ratification, considering it the most important por- 
tion of the route, and that the compensation was a 
reasonable one compared with that paid for similar 

| service on other routes. 

| He also stated, that during the last Congress a 
law was passed authorizing the Secretary of the 


| Navy to contract for carrying the mail by steam- | 


| ships from New York to New Orleans, thence to 


| Chagres, and around to Oregon; and that the Sec- | 


retary of the Navy had entered into the contract 

| for the entire route, the running to be twice a 
month. 

The effect of ratifying the contract made by the 

| Postmaster General would be, that when the line 


| of mail steamers was put into ee under the | 


contract of the Secretary of the Navy, there would 
| be a weekly mail from the United States to Ha- 
vana, and beyond a mail but once in two weeks. 


| It would be an amendment of the law which au- | 


| thorized the Postmaster General to contract for 


carrying the mail to Oregon, converting it into an | 
authority to contract for the same service once In | 


two weeks from Charleston to Havana, which the 
Postmaster General considered more important 


| than any of those other lines which were provided | 


for, and which were being carried into execution. 
‘These were the facts, and with them the com- 
mittee would be able to decide for themselves 


whether it was expedient to carry this part of the | 
| contract into execution. The majority of the Com- 


| mitteeof Waysand Means, he might observe, upon 
| the case being submitted to them, had thought it 


inexpedient to ratify this contract, and had reserved | 


the subject for further consideration. The minori- 
| ty, however, of whom he was one, were of the 


opinion that the present bill, according to the rec- | 


ommendation of the Postmaster General, was a 
| proper one, 


After a few remarks by Mr. SCHENCK, (upon 
| an amendment moved to enable him to speak,) in | 
which he opposed ratifying the present contract, | 


and urged that these lines of steamers should be 
placed under the control of the Secretary of the 


| Navy, that they might be the more readily con- | 
vertible into efficient war-steamers when required— | 


On motion of Mr. CABELL, (made with a view 


| to reconsider the resolution, and extend the time | 
_ for the debate on this subject,) the committee rose | 


_and reported progress. 


Mr. VINTON, in accordance with what seemed | 
the sense of the committee in rising, moved to re- | 
consider the resolution by which the debate in 


| committee had been terminated. 


Mr. COBB, of Georgia, moved to lay the mo- | 
Agreed to: Ayes | 


| tion to reconsider on the table. 
| 76, noes 33. 
| The resolution thus being adhered to— 
On motion, the House again resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole, and resumed the con- 
sideration of the subject. 


the purpose) warmly advocated the provision for 
ratifying the contract of the Postmaster General, 


which, he contended, was made under the positive || 


| requirements of the act of the last Congress. He 
| urged the importance of a weekly mail between 
Charleston and Havana, especially in the present 


state of national affairs, and contended that a more 
rapid and frequent communication upon this part 

of the route was vastly more necessary than upon | 
He had no objection to || 


the remaining portion. 
these steamers being built under the inspection of 
the Navy Department. 


Mr. SCHENCK moved an amendment, (which || 


' was withdrawn at the close of his remarks,) and 


| said he was in favor of these ocean steam-packets, | 


| but he insisted that it had been found by the expe- 


rience of other Governments, and thus far of our |! 
own, that they could not support themselves, or | 
| even make one-fiftieth part of their expenses, by || ¢ 
| Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 


carrying the mail. He considered, then, that we 


| steam-packet service, with a view to accomplish 
two things: the transportation of the mail, which 
would pay some litde towards sustaining their 


expenses; and to secure the ulterior and still greater | 


: | advantage of having these vessels so constructed | 
steam-vessels—that he had advertised for the whole |) 


| that at any time they might be converted into war- 
‘| steamers; and for this purpose he argued they 


BE. 


should follow the example of England, as we had | 
| already done to some extent, and adopt this ocean || 


May 
; ay 18, 
should be built and run, under the supervision of 
the Secretary of the Navy. om 
Mr. KING, of Georgia, moved the followtn. 
amendment to Mr. Rattr’s amendment: 7 
‘* Provided, further, That the contract made by the i 
master Generel for the transportation of the Tail fro 
Charleston, via Savannah and Key West, to Haya, 
hereby transferred to the Navy Department, and v2 


under the care and direction of the Secretary of the. “i 


Navy. 


who shall appoint askillful naval constructor to superintey 
the construction of the steamers to be employed jy said 
service,”’ 

The amendment to the amendment was agrees 
to; and pending the question on the amendment ». 
amended, on motion, the committee rose, 

And the House adjourned. 


aa 


PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following memorials and petitions were presented 
under the rule, and referred: 
By Mr. MACLAY: A preamble and resolution from th. 
Common Council of the city of New York, relative to dyjios 


collected upon goods cousumed by the great fire of J 
1845. 

By Mr. HALL, of Missouri: The petition of James 
Woodward and others, citizens of the State of Missoy, 
praying grants of bounty land to teamsters engaged j;, th . 
war with Mexico. 

sy Mr. MORSE: The petition of W. Woodward, prayiyy 
for a remission of a fine imposed on him. i 

By Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas: A petition for the rejjc 
of John Phagan. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, May 18, 1848. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a communication from the Treasury Departmen, 
made in compliance with a resolution of the 28:) 
ultimo, calling for the quantity of sugar imported 
into the United States during the years 1844, 1345, 
1846, and 1847. 

{During the year 1844, the quantity of brown 
sugar imported was 179,857,491 pounds, value 
$6,793,540; white clayed 4,731,516 pounds, value 
$276,704; loaf and refined 2,215,517 pounds, value 
$134,454. 

During the year 1845, brown 111,957,404 pounds 
value $4,556,392; white clayed 1,662,574 pounds, 


uly 


| value $91,172; loaf and refined, 2,044,862 pounds, 


value $132,991. 
During the year 1846, brown 126,731,661 pounds, 


| value $5,348,082; white clayed 1,043,835 pounds, 


value $81,268; loaf and refined 253,379 pounds, 
value $17,909. 

During the year 1847, brown 222,683,261 pounds, 
value $9,344,721; white clayed 9,196,106 pounds, 
value $466,372; loaf and refined 1,089,477 pounds, 
value $66,119. 

The communication also states that the resolu- 


tion of the 13th ultimo, requiring the quantity o! 


sugar imported during the fiscal year ending on the 
30th June, 1847, and the succeeding year, to the 


‘close of the last quarter ending the 31st March, 


1848, has not been answered, from the want o! 
returns for the last-named quarter, but will be com- 


|| plied with as soon as the necessary data can Le 


Mr. RHETT (upon an amendment moved for | obtained. ] 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 
Mr. PEARCE presented a petition from Sarah 
A. Mackay, asking for a renewal of pension; which 


| was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, presented a pe- 


| tition from citizens of the parish of Natchitoches, 


asking an appropriation for the improvement of 
the navigation of Red river; which was referred 


| tothe Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 


printed. 

Mr. CLAYTON presented a petition from citi- 
zens of Bucks county, Pennsylvania, asking the 
construction of a post route from Philadelphia to 
New York; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented a petition from 
Johnson Rice and R. McKee, asking a grant 0! 


| land for a number of families — to settle in 


Oregon; which was referred to the Committee on 


Mr. TURNEY, by unanimous consent, obtained 
leave to bring in a bill to revive the act entitled 


‘| “ An act to provide for the payment of horses and 


other property lost or destroyed in the military 
service of the United States,"’ approved January 
18, 1837, and the act approved 14th October, 1837, 
and 23d August, 1842, amendatory of the same; 


| which was read twice by its title, and referred to 


the Committee on Claims. 
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————— 

On motion of Mr. CASS, 200 copies of the re- 
orts of Lieutenants Emory and Abert, of the ex- 
‘edition to the Pacific, were ordered to be given to 
che Topographical Bureau for distribution. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on Naval 
was no question raised in this House or in the 
{gfars, reported a bill for the relief of the legal rep- 
vesentatives and sureties of Benjamin F. Hart, late 


pu r 7 
was read a first time, 


Mr. YULEE also, from the same committee, | 
asked to be discharged from the further considera- | 


son of the following petitions : From that of John 
Crosby; of Henry W. Paine; and of the citizens 
of Bufialo, asking for a naval depot for the north- 
western lakes; which was agreed to. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, from the Com- | 


mittee on Commerce, reported the joint resolution 


from the House extending the time for the erection | 


of certain lighthouses, without amendment. 
Mr. NILES, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported a bill for the re- 


lief of L. P. Sanger, accompanied by areport. The || 


pill was read a first ume. 
PATENT EXAMINERS. 


On motion of Mr. WESTCOTT, the Senate | 


took up the report of the Committee of Confer- 
ence on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
on the bill to provide additional examiners to the 
Patent Office and for other purposes, and agreed 
to the same. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, moved that Fri- 


day and Saturday next be set apart for the consid- | 


eration of the private bills on the calendar. 

Mr. ATHERTON would be happy to accede 
to the wishes of the Senator from Louisiana, but 
must remind him that there was the military ap- 
propriation bill, which it was important should be 
acted on with as little delay as possible. He should 
call itup during the morning hour to-morrow; and, 
as he did not anticipate any discussion, he should 
make no objection, after that was disposed of, to 
the motion of the Senator from Louisiana. 

Mr. BRIGHT said he had no objection to the 
motion, but must also remind the Senator from 
Louisiana that the bill to admit Wisconsin into the 


Union was to have been taken up to-day, but the | 


Senator from Illinois, [Mr. Doveias,}] who had 
the matter in charge, having been unexpectedly 
called away yesterday, he (Mr. B.) should feel 
bound to call it up to-morrow, as there were urgent 
reasons why it should be promptly disposed of. 

_ Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana. Why not call 
itup to-day, as this is the day set apart? 

Mr. BRIGHT replied that there were some 
estimates to be furnished, which were not quite 
ready; and besides that, the Senator from Ohio 
{Mr. ALLEN] was to occupy the floor in answer 
to Mr. Jounson, of Maryland. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, would inform 


tlle Senate that there were other bills full as im- | 


portant as any that had been named, and he would 


mention, in particular, that relating to our inter- | 


course with the Chinese empire, a measure that 


was exceedingly important in itself, and one that | 


lad been already too long suspended for the inter- 
ests of our commerce with that country, and he 
hoped that private bills would not be permitted to 
interfere with those of national importance. 


Mr. DICKINSON desired to call the attention of | 


the Senate to the fact that the Senator from Ohio {[Mr. 
ALLEN] was to occupy the morning hour in the dis- 
cussion on the resolution submitted by Mr. Joun- 
son, of Maryland, only one side of which had been 
heard. He would therefore move to lay the reso- 
lution of the Senator from Louisiana on the table, 


With a view to taking up the resolution alluded to. | 


[he question on Mr. Dickinson’s motion having 


een taken, it was decided in the affirmative: Ayes 
17, noes 12, 


APPOINTMENTS WITHHELD FROM SENATE. 


, — resolution on this subject was then read as 
OlUOWS: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States is re- 
{ested to inform the Senate whether any officers are now 
i the military or eivil service of the United States, under 
appointments from the President, which have not been sub- 
Mitted to the Senate ; andif there be any such appointments, 
that he state the date of such appointments, and why it is 
that it has not been in the power of the President to submit 
them to the consideration of the Senate. 


Mr. ALLEN rose in reply to the Senator from 
Mar yland, (Mr. Jonnson.} He stated that the 


rser in the navy of the United States; which — 


| cise a restraining power over him. 














Senator from Maryland had requested him to in- 


form him by letter when he proposed to address 
the Senate. He had accordingly advised him of 
his intention to do so to-day. “And last night he 
received a letter from that Senator, stating that pro- 
fessional engagements would prevent him from at- 
tending in his place for several days, and request- 
ing him, after he had spoken, to move that the 
resolution be informally passed over. He went on 
to say, that when he had moved the reconsidera- 
tion of the resolution which had been so incon- 
siderately passed, and that motion had been agreed 
to, he had intended simply to vote against the 
resolution, without inflicting a speech on the Sen- 
ate. The Senator from Maryland, however, had 
occupied three hours and a half in defence of 
the resolution, and it now devolved on him to ex- 
amine the argument which that Senator had 
brought forward. He referred to the triumphant 
auswer given by the Senator from Arkansas, {Mr. 
Borano,] and then went on to reply to the por- 
tions of the argument which remained to be an- 
swered. 

It had been assumed by the Senator from Mary- 
land, that the Executive was the enemy of the 
people, while the Senate was their only true friend; 
that the President had fewer reasons to be a friend 
of the people than the Senate, and therefore that 


'the Senate should suspend the sword of Damo- 


He contended for the reverse 
The only absolute security 


cles over his head. 
of this proposition. 


for the defence of the rights of the people is to be | 


found in the press of the people themselves. He 
proposed to prove this, and also that the people 
have a greater security for their rights in the Presi- 
dent than in the Senate. 


There was some security in the character of the | 


individual himself who was selected for the Presi- 
dency; but there was a still greater in the opera- 


| tion of two thousand presses, which were vigilant 
| and fearless in ferreting out and exhibiting all the 


traits of his character, all the elements of his pre- 
tensions, and all the infirmities of his life. It was 
scarcely possible, therefore, that a very bad man 
can be selected. Elevated from a private citizen 


| to the highest political station, considerations of 
gratitude must have powerful influence on his ac- | 


tions. He is also required, before God and man, 
to take an oath to administer faithfully his consu- 
tutional functions. He feels that all the presses 
of the country are watching him, and that the two 
Houses of Congress are prepared always to exer- 
There is also 
the danger of impeachment, should he be guilty 
of any treachery, by which he may be removed 


from office by a vote of two-thirds of the Senate, | 
and disqualified from ever being in office thereafter. | 
Here, then, he is in the power of Congress. Every | 
dereliction on his part carries with it the penalty | 


of extreme turpitude. On the contrary, every dere- 


ident, elected by a million and a half of the people, 
may be displaced by a vote of the Senate, elected 


by not more than six hundred thousand votes. If | 
the Senate violate the Constitution every day in | 
the year, where is the tribunal on earth which can || 
inflict punishment on any individual of the body? | 
The only punishment must be inflicted by the | 
people, six years, it may be, after the violation of | 


the Constitution may have taken place. 
But the Senator from Maryland thought that the 


veto power might be, and had been, frequently | 
aoused. The power itself had not been disputed. | 
| It was conferred by the Constitution. 
Harrison, in his inaugural speech from the portico | 


of the Capitol, went into an elaborate argument on 
the veto, which he regarded as a conservative 
principle. 
which it was conferred: first, for the defence of the 
Constitution; secondly, for the defence of the people; 


and thirdly, for the defence of minorities against | 


majorities—of the weak against the strong. A 


larger range of power had never been claimed by | 
any. But if the President had the veto power, | 
had not the Senate also the veto power, and that 

What law can pass, if | 


without rot Song emg 
we say, ‘No?’ Thus the Senate, which does 
not represent the people, can veto any act of the 
House of Representatives, which does represent 


the people. 
the Pr 
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| ing army of six thousand men. 


re | then arose that power which condemned the act. ; 
liction on the part of the Senate is merged in the || 


idea that it is a public act, for which no responsi- | 
bility can attach to any individual. Thus the Pres- | 


General | 


He had defined the three objects for’ 


he Senate can overrule the veto of | 
resident, but the veto of the Senate cannot be | 
overruled. He then referred to the power of the || garded as unworthy of serious refutation. It was 
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Supreme Court to pronounce any law unconstitu- 
tional after it has passed. Thus these nine men in 
a cellar may overrule the President, the two Houses 
of Congress, and all the State Legislatures. 

In reference to the act of the Senate against Gen- 
eral Jackson, the Senator from Maryland spoke of 
the Bank of the United States, and made a state- 
ment which astounded him, that the court, as now 
constituted, would declare that institution consti- 
tutional. If so, that tribunal is a fraud on the 
public. He had voted for the appointment of the 
new members of that court, and he would aver that 
their nominations would not have been confirmed 
had it not been well understood that they denied 
the conatitutionality of that bank. There would 
have been as much propriety in the President ap- 
pointing an enemy of our institutions to an import- 
ant office, as ina Democratic Senate appointing the 
members of a court which might have to decide on 
the constitutionality of the bank, who were known 
to hold an opposite opinion. 

He went on to speak of the act of the Senate in 
expunging the resolution against General Jackson, 
which the Senator from Maryland had referred to 
as proof that the President could wield the Senate 
to his will. Was itso? Was the Senate, after 
all, nothing more than the supple tool of the Presi- 
dent? If so, one President could wield the Senate 
as well as another. Why, then, could not President 
Tyler wield the Senate? He had a greater power in 


ese + o 


oe — —_ a 


| his hands than General Jackson, yet he was utterly 


powerless in the Senate. That he could not do 
this, was a proof that the purity of the Senate could 
not be made subservient to Executive influence. If 
the power of the Executive was so irresistible in 
the Senate under General Jackson’s administration, 
how was it that a mere change of men made such 
a difference that President Tyler found it intracta- 
ble in his hands?) Was it not because one retained 
the confidence of the people, while the other had 
forfeited it? General Jackson got the resolution 
expunged, it seems, because of his influence, but 
it was the influence of truth and justice. Senators 
were instructed by their States to vote for ex- 
punging it. How did General Jackson control the 
Legislatures of eighteen States to instruct their 
Senators to vote for expunging the resolution? 
What force did he employ? He had only a stand- 
It was the force 
of truth and justice, which is even now abroad in 


| the earth kicking down thrones. 


Pending this expunging resolution, it was pro- 
posed to refer the whole matter to the State Legis- 
latures, in order that they might decide on the case. 
But the Senate refused to sanction an appeal to its 
own creators. He read the resolution of Mr. Clay 
from the Journal. Here was the charge against 
General Jackson; and when the people saw it, to- 
gether with the usurping spirit rising in the Senate, 


‘ 


The proposition of the Senator from Maryland 


| went to overthrow the principle on which our Gov- 


ernment stands. But he did not believe that Sen- 
ator’s own convictions went with the declaration, 
which could not be sustained without proving that 
the people are not competent to self-government. 

He went on to remark on the exercise of the 
veto power on the French spoliations bill, which 
he considered the greatest and boldest act of the 
President. It fixed the public attention on these 
claims, and stopped the issue of perhaps forty or 
fifty millions out of the treasury. It was this act 
which had conferred more honor on the President 
than any other act of his Administration. 

The Senator from Maryland was particularly 
hard on the veto of the river and harbor bill. But 
he would ask that Senator whether, if there was a 
single unconstitutional feature in that bill, the 
President was not as much bound to veto it, as if 
the whole had been unconstitutional? He did not 
say that there was any such feature. [But if, in 
the President’s opinion, there was such, he was 
bound, by his oath to support the Constitution, to 
veto it. Were it not so, it would be easy so to 


| mix up constitutional and unconstitutional meas- 


ures, as to obtain the passage of those which the 
Constitution prohibits. If the period should arrive 
when public opinion should be so powerful as to 
induce the President to violate his oath, there will 
be very little constitutional security left for us. 
He then remarked on the idea thrown out by 
the Senator from Maryland, that the Executive 
scourged the Senate to submission, which he re- 
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treated as a ridiculous assumption, that the Presi- 
dent, by means of a single newspaper in the hands 
of Mr. Ritchie, could scourge three hundred mem- 
bere of Congress into submission. As to the in- 
fluences of corruption, before corruption could be 
available, there must be something corrupuble to 
work upon, 
that this Senate is itself a corrupt body. 

The Senator from Maryland had gone to the 
first source for information. He had not referred 
to any of the small fry which had been spawned 
from the womb of the party; but he had gone 


back to the great founder of the party, and had ex- | 


hibited here the name and sentiments of General 
Hamilton, which he held up as an example for 
our action, When an object was presented to us 
in this EVN form, it seemed to become us to 
examine it with more than common cauuon, 
had felt himself called on to examine General Ham- 
ilton’s opinions, 
Convention, that the 


if was Opiton 


nihilated. It has been supposed that the existence 


or these State governments are essential to the | 


General Hamilton 
also held thatthe rich and the powerful should 
have the control of the Government, to the exclu- 
sion of the mass. This was proved by his sugges- 
tion toafrmend, that the President should be elected 
for life, and that the Government should be fash- 
ioned on the model of that of Great Britain. On 
the eleventh day after General Hamilton was sworn 


maintenance of our liberty. 


in as Secretary of the Treasury, he committed a | 
On the 11th 


flagrant violation of the Coustutution, 
of September, 1789, he was appointed, and on the 


220 of that month he issued a treasury circular, in || 
reference to the act providing for the collection of du- | 


ties, which act decreed that the duues should be paid 
in gold and silver coin only. ‘This ctreular instruct- 
ed the collectors to receive the notes of the Bank 
of North Amertea; and this in the face of the law 
passed eleven days betore, and while that Congress 
was sullsiting. And he was now held up to us as 
Had he been impeached for this vio- 
lation of the law, we should not now be cursed 
with that flood of paper money which has since 
overflowed the country. A reference to the wri- 
tings of General Hamilton would show that he was 
preparing measures for introducing into our sys- 
tem the corrupt practices and influences which 
prevail in Great Britain, for the purpose of 
stamping it with the impress of those principles 
Which characterize the Briush system. No man 
would pretend to say that General Hamilton was 
not herein guilty of a crime against our institu- 
tions. 

‘The Senator from Maryland had also taken his 
stand in favor of a Bank of the United States. He 
thanked the Senator, and accepted the issue. He 
would docket the case. ‘The jury was in the box, 
and he was willing to wait tor the verdict. He 
then went on to speak of the sub-treasury system, 
contending that until the passage of the sub-treas- 
ury act, there never was a sufficient security for 
the public money. He referred to the movements 
and argaments of the enemies of the sub-treasury 
during the period of Mr. Tyler. 

They repealed the sub-treasury before they had 
»rovided a substitute, and thus threw all the pub- 
fic money into the hands of President Tyler. The 
bill for a bank was sent to him, and was vetoed. 
It fell dead by the feeblest hands that ever struck 
down such a monster. This veto went forth, and 
changed the next year the character of the elec- 
tons, Since that period it had been impossible to 
raise a bank. But we must have it now. For it 
was impossible to suppose that the Senator from 
Maryland had not made his speech after due de- 
liberation and for some specific purpose, 

Mr. A. then gave a brief history of the course 
taken for the recharter of the United States Bank, 
and of the ** gratifications’’ which were issued by 
the bank for the purpose of facilitating its efforts 
for a recharter. He read from a document before 
him a list of sums which had been lent to mem- 
bers of Congress and others, for the purpose of 
showing the system of bribery resorted to by the 
bank to obtain a renewal of its charter, and in- 
ferred that this proved the corruptibility of Con- 
gress, W hich might have led to the recharter of the 
institution but for the firmness with which Gen- 
eral Jackson exercised the veto power. 

Mr. ALLEN concluded with some statistical 
details of the Presidential elections. 


ane xample. 


It must, therefore, first be shown | 


He | 


It appears, in the debates of the | 
of General 
Tlamilton that the State governments must be an- | 
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The resoiution was then, on motion of Mr. AL- 
LEN, informally passed over; and— 

On motion of Mr. HANNEGAN, the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of Executive busi- 
ness. After some time, the doors were reopened, 
and it was 


Ordered, Vhat when the Senate adjourns on Monday next 
the adjournment shall be unul the Taursday following. 


The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, May 19, 1848. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
On motion of Mr. HUNT, the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union was discharged 
from the further consideration of bills to reéstab- 
lish the collection district of Wareham, in the State 
of Massachusetts; to establish a collection district 
in the State of New York; and to reéstablish the 
collection district of Brunswick, in the State of 


_ Georgia; and they were respectively read and or- 


dered to be engrossed; and, being engrossed, were 
read a third ume, passed, and sent to the Senate 
for concurrence. 

Mr. HASKELL asked the House to take up 
the joint resoluuon authorizing the accounting offi- 
cers of the treasury, charged with the settlement 
of the accounts of the navy, to seule and pay the 
expenses of the United States ship Macedoman on 
her recent voyage to Ireland and Scotland. It was 


objected to. 


Mr. FULTON, previous notice having been 
given, on leave, introduced a joint resolution au- 
thorizing the Secretary of State to furnish the clerk 
of the district court of the United States for the 
western district of Virginia four copies of Little & 


| Brown’s edition of the Laws of the United States; 
which was read twice, and, after an inquiry from 


Mr. McKAY and a brief explanation by Mr. 
FULTON, was ordered to be engrossed; and, 
being engrossed, was read a third ume, passed, 
and sent to the Senate for concurrence. 


On motion of Mr. THIBODEAUX, the Com- 


| mittee of the Whole was discharged from the fur- 


ther consideration of the bill to establish a collection 


district in South Carolina, and for other purposes. 


The bill was read and ordered to be engrossed; 
and, being engrossed, was read a third time, passed, 
and sent to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved the 
usual resolution to close the debate in Committee 
of the Whole on the bill for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Benjamin Hodges, deceased, in 
ten minutes after the bill shall again be taken up 
by the Committee of the Whole. 

The resolution was amended by extending the 
time to twenty-five minutes, and, as amended, was 
agreed to. 

Mr. COLLAMER moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill to provide for applications for the 
renewal of patent rights in certain cases was passed. 


‘The motion was entered on the Journal and ordered | 


to lie over. 


PRIVATE CALENDAR. 


The House, on motion of Mr. ROCKWELL, | 


of Connecticut, resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the private calendar, (Mr. Sims in 
the chair.) 

The first bill on the calendar was the bill (No 68) 
for the relief of the representatives of Benjamin 


Hodges, deceased, on which an amendment, offer- | 


ed by Mr. Arkinson, was pending. [The bill 
provides—as was stated in our report when the 
bill was previously under consideration—for the 
payment of a slave taken away by aBritish vessel 
in the last war with Great Britain, out of the fund 
received from that Government for this purpose. ] 

Mr. CHAPMAN briefly explained and enforced 
the claim, and was interupted in his remarks by 
the expiration of the time alloted to debate. 

Messrs. ATKINSON and TUCK made inquiries 
of Mr. CHAPMAN in relation to the claim, which 
were partly replied to; when objections were made 
to further colloquy, and the order of the House to 
close the debate insisted upon. 

Mr. RHETT, who reported the bill, availed 
himself of the privileges of the rules, and made 


| some closing remarks in.explanation and support 
| of the bill. 


“When he had concluded— 
The CHAIRMAN stated the question to be on 
the amendment of Mr. ATxKInson. 





May 19, 


gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Cnapmay 
so satisfactory to him that he would withdraw hj 
amendment; and it was accordingly Withdrawn : 

Mr. TURNER moved that the bill be reported 
to the House, with the recommendation tha: ae 
recommitted to the Committee on Foreign Affaire 

Mr. CHAPMAN moved that the bill be reported 
to the House, with the recommendation that it do 


The CHAIRMAN decided the latter Motion to 
have precedence. 

Mr. VINTON asked a division of the question 
on the latter motion, so as to have the question first 
puton the first branch, viz: ** that the bill be reported 
to the House;”’ and secondly, on the second brane 
** with the recommendation that it do pass,” 

The CHAIRMAN decided the question to jy 
indivisible; from which decision an appeal wag 
taken; and the question being taken, the decision 
of the Chair was sustained. 

After many inquiries from various members, the 
question was put on Mr. Cuapman’s motion; and 
it was agreed to by tellers: Ayes 69, noes 59. S» 
the bill was laid aside to be reported, with the rec. 
ommendation that it do pass. 

The next bill on the calendar was for the relief 
of the legal representatives of Cornelius Manning, 
deceased. This bill is precisely similar in all re. 
spects to the bill for the relief of the legal repre- 
sentatives of Benjamin Hodges, deceased. It pro- 
vides for the payment to the legal representatives 
of Cornelius Manning, deceased, of Maryland, of 
two hundred and eighty dollars, the value of a 
slave conveyed from the United States by the 


} Were 


pass. 


h, 


| British fleet in 1814; the money to come out of 


the fund allotted by the British Government under 
the first article of the treaty of Ghent. 
This bill was debated by Messrs. DICKEY, 


RHETT, BURT, STEPHENS, LAHM, and 


C. J. INGERSOLL. 
Mr. COCKE moved that the committee rise; 


| which was agreed to. 


The committee rose accordingly, and reported 
bill No. 68, with a recommendation that it do pass, 


_and progress on bill No. 69. 


Mr. COCKE then submitted a resolution to 


| terminate debate in five minutes after bill No. 69 


shall be again taken upin Committee of the Whole, 


| which was agreed to; and the House again resolved 


itself into Committee of the Whole, and resumed 
the consideration of that bill. 
Mr. TUCK obtained the floor, and resumed the 


| discussion on the bill; and while proceeding in his 
| remarks— 


The fall of the Chairman’s hammer announced 
the expiration of the time allowed to debate. 

Mr. DUNCAN, of Kentucky, moved to amend 
the bill by adding the following: 

“ Provided, however, That no part of the above sum shall 
be taken from any of the claimants whose claims shall have 
been recorded in the State Department, nor shall it be paid 
unless the Secretary of State ts satisfied that no other per- 
son shall be injured or prejudiced by the payment of the 
same; and also that the claim comes within the treaty of 
Ghent, and ought to be allowed.”’ 


He availed himself of the five-minutes rule, by 
making a few remarks in support of the bill. 

Mr. COLLAMER moved to amend the amend- 
ment by inserting after the words ‘* satisfied that,” 
the words **it can be paid out of said fund, and 
that.”’ 

Mr. DUNCAN modified his amendment as 
suggested by Mr. Cottamer; and it was then 
agreed to. 

Mr. GIDDINGS moved to add to the bill the 
following proviso: 

‘Provided, also, That nothing in this bill shall be so con- 
strued as to pay from the treasury any greater suin, including 
the expenses of the commission to determine the claiins for 
slaves, than the amount received from Great Britain.” 


He made some remarks, which occupied the five 
minutes allowed by the rales, during which he was 
called to order at different times by Messrs. C. J. 


INGERSOLL and HASKELL. 


Mr. VENABLE moved to amend Mr. Gi- 


_pines’s amendment by striking out the words 


‘including the expenses of the commission to 


| determine the claims for slaves.’’ 


Mr. V. explained his amendment, and it was 


agreed to. 


The amendment as amended was agreed to. 
The committee then rose and reported the bill to 


| the House as amended. 


Mr. STEPHENS moved to amend bill No. 68 


Mr. ATKINSON said that the remarks of the || by adding thereto the same amendments agreed to 
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